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Abstract  
 
The prospect of the United Kingdom leaving the European Union during the 2016 Brexit 
referendum was deeply troubling to French officials. As a historic leader of the European 
integration project, the French government and media worried that Brexit would embolden 
Eurosceptics in France. This threatened to undermine France’s identity as a pro-European nation. 
Also, due to France’s position as one of the UK’s main trading partners, French citizens and 
businesses feared that the end of freedom of movement between these countries would create 
burdensome legal and economic consequences. Nevertheless, more than three years have passed 
since the Brexit referendum and few of the French government’s initial fears have manifested. 
This leads to the question of whether French worries over Brexit were overstated. This thesis 
examines the impact of Brexit on France’s economy, security and attitudes toward the EU to 
argue that many of France’s Brexit concerns were indeed exaggerated. While the French 
government should remain cautious of the resurgence of Euroscepticism should populist forces 
like the Rassemblement National regain support, evidence shows that it has adequately prepared 
for the economic and security implications of Brexit. By demonstrating France’s current 
preparedness for the UK’s departure, the author hopes to eliminate the Brexit-related worries still 
held by many French citizens. 
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5 
Introduction 
 
The prospect of Brexit initially appeared as a crisis for the European Union. The United 
Kingdom’s vote to leave on June 23, 2016 was the first time a member state decided to remove 
itself from the bloc. The departure of the UK threatened to undermine support for the EU in 
remaining member states, including France. One fear was that Brexit could set a precedent for 
leaving the EU with ease. Some of the remaining EU27 could become inspired to follow suit if 
the UK’s exit left it financially better off and with greater control of its own borders and policies. 
Brexit could also empower growing Eurosceptic movements across Europe. This notion troubled 
the French government under Presidents Hollande and Macron because Eurosceptic voters had 
been gaining traction and were rallying behind Marine Le Pen, the leader of the right-wing 
Rassemblement National. Were France’s growing number of Eurosceptics to follow in the 
footsteps of those in the UK, France’s identity as a pro-EU nation could ultimately be 
compromised. Furthermore, the French government did not view Brexit favorably because it 
could lead to the end of the EU’s integration project. EU integration is a process which involves 
the “pooling” of national sovereignty and decision-making powers to a larger political body.1 By 
giving up jurisdiction over certain matters, such as international trade and currency, EU member 
states have created a supranational polity that superseded each individual member state. This is 
threatened by Brexit if remaining member states were to follow in the UK’s footsteps and also 
vote to remove their countries out of the bloc. The EU’s integration project is also threatened by 
the possibility of remaining member states feeling emboldened to “cherry pick,” by insisting on 
the ability to decide what EU institutions and initiatives they to participate in. Brexit could make 
 
1 J. Peterson, “European integration,” in International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences, 
ed. James Wright, 4923–4925. Amsterdam: Elsevier, 2001. https://doi.org/10.1016/B0-08-043076-
7/01261-4. 
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the EU desperate to keep remaining member states that it has no choice but to concede to some 
of these demands. This situation could change the trajectory/ direction of European integration 
and contributes to why Brexit was not viewed enthusiastically by the French government.  
The UK’s exit was an especially pertinent issue in France because of these countries’ 
geographic proximity and shared history. France is physically the second closest country after 
Ireland to the UK. The shortest distance between their borders, marked by the Strait of Dover, is 
a mere 20 miles apart.2 In addition, these countries have been allies for over a century. They have 
demonstrated consistent and successful military cooperation since the signing of the Entente 
Cordiale in 1904. Brexit could pose problems to the existing bilateral Anglo-French relationship 
by making it more difficult for French citizens and businesses to live and work in the UK. This 
worry came about because ending free movement of labor with the EU was one of the driving 
motivations behind the 2016 Brexit Leave campaign. Indeed, France’s people, economy and 
security could face adverse consequences should the UK stop participating in such EU 
initiatives. France is also one of the UK’s largest trading partners; more French people and goods 
enter the UK annually than any other EU member state. The end of free labor movement with the 
UK could lead to the repatriation of thousands of French citizens and the inability of French 
businesses to continue operating in the UK. For France, this situation could mean reduced trade 
with the UK, shortages and delays of key products, and businesses failing. More worryingly still, 
these consequences could subvert French support for the EU and undermine its identity as a pro-
European nation that encourages multilateral cooperation.   
Despite these initial fears, more than three years have passed since the UK’s decision to leave 
and both France and the EU are still intact. The French economy has not deteriorated due to 
 
2 “The Strait of Dover,” Earth Observatory, NASA, last modified August 15, 2006, 
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/6840/the-strait-of-dover. 
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Brexit and its political arena has not been overrun by Eurosceptics. Although still a significant 
matter, Brexit appears to have shifted away from the forefront of the French government’s 
agenda, all the more so given the impact of the pandemic emerging two months after the UK 
leaving the EU. Indeed, even before COVID-19, other crises affecting France, such as increasing 
levels of illegal migration, terrorism, and domestic protests led by the Yellow Vests, dominated 
over any potential fallout from Brexit. The apparently decreasing priority given to Brexit-related 
matters by the French government leads to the question of whether its initial worries were 
exaggerated. This thesis studies the impact of Brexit on France to answer this question. An 
impact analysis of the UK’s departure on France is important because of their size and 
significance within the EU and also the aforementioned close ties between these two countries. 
Moreover, France has traditionally been a supporter of the EU and a leader of many of its 
multilateral initiatives. Due to this, France’s (in)ability to cope with the consequences of Brexit 
can provide some insight into the EU’s overall ability to handle this crisis.  
The objective of this thesis is to verify the validity of the French government’s Brexit-related 
worries to persuade the reader that Brexit will not negatively impact France as much as analysts 
initially predicted. Its purpose is to dispute the belief, held by many French citizens and some in 
the larger international community that Brexit is necessarily damaging for France. My thesis 
acknowledges that the EU will change as a result of the UK’s exit. This is because those 
transactions and movements that were previously free for all French and EU citizens to make in 
the UK will no longer be available. This means that trading with the UK cannot be as frictionless 
as before. What my thesis seeks to assess is whether these changes are adaptable or substantially 
damaging for France. In this thesis I examine these initial worries alongside the measures taken 
by the French government to minimize these predicted impacts. This allows for an evaluation of 
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whether the country is adequately prepared to handle the consequences of the UK’s departure. 
My argument is that the actual impact of Brexit on France is less severe than what analysts 
initially anticipated. Reflecting upon the UK’s long-enduring transition period and slow 
negotiations with the EU, this thesis predicts that the Brexit will not inspire other EU 
governments to put forward referenda in their own nations. This is because the UK’s exit has not 
proven to be easy nor economically beneficial. Also, I assert the UK still needs the EU at least as 
much as or even more than vice versa. The EU as an individual polity is an important player in 
the international stage and it will remain in the UK’s interest to continue its close relationship 
with the bloc. 
My thesis proceeds in the following way. Chapters 1 to 3 set the scene by establishing France 
as a pro-European nation that supports multilateral cooperation and integration within the bloc. It 
examines France’s traditional role of leading the integration process to underline why its 
government strongly resisted the 2016 Brexit referendum. My thesis then looks at the behavior 
of the French government during the Brexit negotiations which commenced after the UK 
triggered Article 50 in March 2017. These chapters also underline the major consequences of 
Brexit that were forecasted to impact France and its citizens. Following this, Chapters 4–7 
compare these predictions made before the 2016 Referendum to the actual impact of Brexit on 
France as seen today. Each of these chapters examine the consequences of the UK’s departure on 
a) French attitudes toward the EU, b) French security and defense, c) the movement of French 
citizens and d) the movement of French goods and services in and out of the UK. Examining 
whether the French public became more or less Eurosceptic because of Brexit can reveal the 
firmness of France’s support for the EU. Additionally, Brexit’s impact on French security and 
defense must also be analyzed because not only is it a matter of national security, it is also an 
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area where France stands to lose much from Brexit. As the EU shares its defense capabilities and 
the UK is one of this initiative’s largest benefactors, France and the EU’s overall capabilities 
could be reduced if the UK discontinued its participation. It is also imperative to examine how 
Brexit impacts the freedom of French people and businesses to live and work in the UK. This is 
because ending free movement of labor with the EU was one of the main driving forces behind 
the British Leave campaign. Thus, looking at the new rules French entities must follow to 
operate in the UK can reveal whether France is ready and able to cope with this new status quo.  
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Chapter 1: France’s role in European Integration  
 
France’s leading role in integration  
 European integration is one of the processes that transformed a war-torn Europe into 
what political scientist Karl Deutsch described as a “security community”3 after the end of World 
War II. Integration reduced support for nationalist movements in European member states and 
strengthened these countries’ embrace for multilateralism.4 French leaders have been major 
influencers of this process from its inception.5 France was one of the six founding members of 
the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) in 1951 with West Germany, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands and Belgium. In 1952 these nations established a common market for 
their coal and steel industries, which are integral for warfare, thereby greatly decreasing the 
probability of war between members states. In April 1961, the same six nations then went on to 
sign the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community (EEC) which laid the blueprints 
for today’s European Union. Consequently, France’s historic role as founder and supporter of 
European integration explains its current government’s approach to the EU and shapes its 
position on major challenges like Brexit.  
 As Lynch states, the importance of France’s role in European integration is 
unquestionable. What scholars continue to argue over, however, is the reason behind French 
support for integration. Why did the French government repeatedly surrender its sovereignty 
over to a supranational European authority?6 In The Uniting of Europe (1958), Haas provides 
 
3 Karl Deutsch, Political Community at the International Level (New York: Doubleday, 1954), 41.  
4 Bruno Formicola, “How European integration changed French power politics and transatlantic 
relations,” My Country? Europe, 25 January, 2019,  https://mycountryeurope.com/international-
relations/french-integration-transatlantic/. 
5 Niilo Kauppi, “France’s European Policy,” in Democracy, social resources and political power in the 
European Union (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2005), 51.  
6 Frances M. B. Lynch, “France and European integration: from the Schuman Plan to economic and 
monetary union,” Contemporary European History 13, no. 1 (February 2004), 117.   
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one possible answer to this question. Haas notes that the ECSC was initially accepted by member 
states because it offered each state many different advantages.7 He implies the ECSC was 
founded on mutual benefits, instead of shared values or a shared supranational identity. Indeed, 
at the time of its conception, the ECSC was mutually beneficial for France and its neighbors in 
terms of economics and security. Creating a common market for the coal and steel industries 
between members could hasten post-war economic recovery as well as prevent a resurgence of 
German aggression by making warfare materially impossible. In the 1950s, these objectives were 
seen as crucial by a war-torn France that needed to recover from World War II and avoid any 
future conflicts with Germany and its other European neighbors. Since the creation of the ECSC 
was not based on shared values, Haas’ theory also explains why the French government has since 
often acted to ensure that developments on the European level align with national objectives.8 
More importantly, his theory gives a probable answer to why it was French leaders that called for 
the creation of the ECSC and instigated the process of integration in the first place. 
 
French leaders emerge as champions of integration  
 The signing of the Treaty of Paris in April 1951 and the resulting establishment of the 
ECSC were the first steps in the integration of the European Union. These developments were 
inspired by the Schuman Declaration of 9 May 1950.9 On this day, then French Foreign Minister 
Robert Schuman gave a speech in which he proposed integrating the Franco-German coal and 
steel industries. The reason behind this was that coal and steel were two elements necessary to 
 
7 Ernst Haas, The Uniting of Europe: political, social and economical forces, 1950–1957 (Indiana: 
University of Notre Dame Press, 2004), xxxiii.  
8 Alain Guyomarch, Howard Machin and Ella Ritchie, France in the European Union (London: Palgrave, 
1998), 17.   
9 “The Schuman Declaration – 9 May 1950,” Official Website of the European Union, accessed 31 
January, 2020, https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/symbols/europe-day/schuman-declaration_en. 
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produce weapons and conduct war. On behalf of the French government, Schuman stated that 
merging these industries and placing them under a common High Authority would ensure the 
security of France and Germany by making war “not merely unthinkable, but materially 
impossible.”10 Schuman’s speech was evidently well-received by officials from Germany as well 
as Italy and the Benelux countries. It quickly paved the way for Europe’s first supranational 
community.  
Schuman’s contributions to European integration does not end there. Prior to making his 
famous declaration in 1950, Schuman played key roles in other initiatives that aimed to unite the 
foreign policies of European nations. For instance, he helped negotiate the agreements that led to 
the Marshall Plan in 1948 and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 1949. These 
initiatives utilized diplomatic and financial aid from the United States to encourage European 
political integration and ensure European safety from the threats posed by a rising Soviet 
Union.11 Additionally, after the creation of the ECSC, Schuman went on to push for the creation 
of a European Defense Community in 1954. He also served as the first President of the European 
Parliament, the main legislative arm of the EU, from 1958–60. 12 Today, Schuman is known as 
one of the founding fathers of the integration project and his declaration is regarded as the birth 
of the European Union.13 Thus, he serves as a reminder of early French enthusiasm for the 
European integration project.   
Another prominent French leader who is renowned for his contributions to European 
integration is Jean Monnet. He was the first President of the High Authority of the European 
 
10 Official Website of the European Union, “The Schuman Declaration – 9 May 1950.”  
11 “A short history of NATO,” North Atlantic Treaty Organization, accessed 31 January, 2020, 
https://www.nato.int/cps/ie/natohq/declassified_139339.htm. 
12 “Robert Schuman: the architect of the European integration project,” European Commission, accessed 
31 January, 2020, https://europa.eu/european-union/sites/europaeu/files/robert_schuman_en.pdf. 
13 European Commission, “Robert Schuman: the architect of the European integration project.” 
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Coal and Steel Community from 1952–55. Monnet was a French economic and political adviser 
who worked with Schuman to initiate the EU’s integration process. While working for the 
French government in Algeria in August 1943, Monnet gave a speech on how Europe can 
achieve economic reconstruction and ensure a lasting peace after the end of the Second World 
War. He declared that “there will be no peace in Europe, if the states are reconstituted on the 
basis of national sovereignty... The countries of Europe are too small to guarantee their peoples 
the necessary prosperity and social development. The European states must constitute themselves 
into a federation.”14 This speech inspired Schuman, who Monnet began working with in 1944 
when he was charged with planning the French economy’s post-WW2 rebuilding and revival 
process. This was when the two French leaders began developing the concept of a supranational 
European Community.  
In addition, like Schuman, Monnet continued to push for further integration after the creation 
of the ECSC. Despite Schuman’s failure to establish a European Defense Community, Monnet 
pushed to create the Action Committee for the United States of Europe. This committee was 
founded to re-invigorate support for integration and became a strong driving force for many 
integration-related projects, such as the EU’s Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) and Single 
Market.15 Monnet’s reasoning for supporting integration, specifically that it would allow peace, 
prosperity and social development, emphasizes the argument that this project was only possible 
because of the mutual benefits it provided to its members.  
 
14 “Jean Monnet’s thoughts on the future (Algiers, 5 august 1943),” Centre Virtuel de la Connaissance sur 
l’Europe, last modified July 5, 2016, https://www.cvce.eu/content/publication/1997/10/13/b61a8924-
57bf-4890-9e4b-73bf4d882549/publishable_en.pdf. 
15 “Jean Monnet: the unifying force behind the birth of the European Union,” European Commission, 
accessed 31 January, 2020, https://europa.eu/european-
union/sites/europaeu/files/docs/body/jean_monnet_en.pdf. 
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Charles de Gaulle, who was president of France from 1958–68, is also known as a driver of 
European integration. During his presidency De Gaulle worked to free European defense from 
what he perceived as an over-dependence on American and Soviet cooperation. In 1963 he 
achieved much progress in this regard through the signing of the Elysée Treaty between France 
and Germany. This treaty of friendship marked the end of decades of bitterness between the two 
countries and was a big step in the process of European integration. De Gaulle supported the 
notion of a united Europe but unfortunately pushed too strongly for French supremacy over the 
decision-making processes of the European Economic Community (EEC). This is evident, for 
example, by the failure of the Fouchet Plan in 1961. The Fouchet Plan was proposed by De 
Gaulle to the other EEC member states with the intention to achieve more intergovernmental 
cooperation through greater coordination of defense and foreign policies. However, this plan 
would have given the French government a disproportionately large amount of control over the 
EEC’s institutional and foreign policy mechanisms.16 Hence, it was rejected by the EEC’s other 
members. Additionally, under De Gaulle, France also vetoed British application for EEC 
membership twice in 1963 and 1967. In the 1960s, the French government did not want the UK 
as part of the EEC because it wanted to avoid a leadership challenge from the British 
government. The UK also had close military and diplomatic ties with the U.S., for instance in the 
nuclear sector, which France viewed unfavorably. De Gaulle did not think Britain’s closeness to 
the U.S. would help Europe achieve his goal of having the capacity to independently defend 
itself. By drafting the Fouchet Plan and vetoing British accession De Gaulle’s inadvertently 
placed France’s national interests above the supranational interests of Europe.  
 
16 Anthony Teasdale, “The Fouchet Plan: De Gaulle’s intergovernmental design for Europe,” The LSE 
Europe in Discussion Paper Series (24 October 2016), 16. http://www.lse.ac.uk/european-
institute/Assets/Documents/LEQS-Discussion-Papers/LEQSPaper117.pdf  
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Nevertheless, the actions of De Gaulle’s government do not discount the fact that it 
continued to support the idea of an independent and united Europe.17 Despite the failure of the 
Fouchet Plan, it is imperative to remember that this plan was initially created with the intention 
of furthering integration. Indeed, some of the proposals made by the Fouchet Plan are a common 
defense and foreign policy, the creation of a European Council, and the right of this council to 
draft the annual budget of the bloc.18 Thus, the failure of this plan because it disproportionately 
favored France does not negate the fact that it was intended to further the integration project. 
Similarly, French denial of British accession can be seen as a strategic means of preserving the 
then young and fragile EEC. On the one hand, De Gaulle blocked UK accession to preserve 
French supremacy within the EEC. However, on the other hand, this was also a way to ensure 
that the British predisposition to free trade did not impose itself on the EEC’s fledgling Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP). The CAP had only been introduced to the EEC in 1962 and it was 
primarily French pressure that forced agricultural policy to be included in the Treaty of Rome of 
1957. Hence, the De Gaulle’s rejection of British accession in favor of safeguarding the CAP can 
be seen as a way of protecting the then still fragile integration process.  
As the economic integration of Europe was underway, EEC leaders looked for ways to 
improve and deepen the process even further. Jacques Delors, a French politician who served as 
the eighth president of the European Commission from 1985–95, was one of these leaders. As 
the Commission’s longest service president, Delors led significant reforms that further advanced 
 
17 Christos Lymbouris, “Charles De Gaulle: the impact of one historical figure and his opposition towards 
supranationalism on the process of European Integration,” PB Works, last modified 2 May, 2010, 
http://testpolitics.pbworks.com/w/page/20734319/The%20Role%20of%20De%20Gaulle%20in%20the%
20Integration%20Process. 
18 “The Fouchet Plans,” Centre Virtuel de la Connaissance sur l’Europe, accessed 31 January, 2020, 
https://www.cvce.eu/en/recherche/unit-content/-/unit/02bb76df-d066-4c08-a58a-d4686a3e68ff/a70e642a-
8531-494e-94b2-e459383192c9. 
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economic and political integration. For example, the first significant revision of the Treaty of 
Rome, the Single European Act (SEA), was signed in February 1986 under the Delors 
Commission. This agreement increased the legislative powers of the European Parliament by 
introducing voting and assent procedures and promised greater coordination of foreign policy. It 
also included the Community’s intention of creating a single market by the end of 1992.19 The 
passing of the SEA is also significant because it served as a foundation for the EU’s single 
market, which came into effect under the Maastricht Treaty of February 1992.20  
Furthermore, Delors contributed to the process of European integration by publishing the 
Report on Economic and Monetary Union in the European Community, otherwise called the 
Delors Report, in April 1989. In this report, his Commission set out the necessary steps and 
conditions needed to create a European Economic and Monetary Union (EMU).21 The EMU had 
been one of the Community’s ambitions from the late 1960s. During this time, the creation of a 
common currency, monetary and fiscal policy was viewed as a means of stabilizing the European 
economy and giving consumers more choice.22 The Delors Report made clear that the EEC had 
to achieve three conditions – full and irreversible currency convertibility, fixed exchange rates 
between member states’ currencies and free movement of capital – to successfully adopt a single 
 
19 “Single European Act,” European Parliament, accessed 31 January, 2020, 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/about-parliament/en/in-the-past/the-parliament-and-the-treaties/single-
european-act. 
20 “Treaty on European Union,” European Commission and European Council, accessed 31 January, 
2020, https://europa.eu/european-union/sites/europaeu/files/docs/body/treaty_on_european_union_en.pdf. 
21 “Report on economic and monetary union in the European Community,” Committee for the Study of 
Economic and Monetary Union, accessed on 31 January, 2020, 
https://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/pages/publication6161_en.pdf. 
22 “History and purpose of the euro,” Official Website of the European Union, accessed 31 January, 2020, 
https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/euro/history-and-purpose-euro_en. 
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currency.23 This report helped forward European integration by facilitating the birth of the euro. 
Delors’ contributions to integration, specifically by initiating the creation of a single market, re-
iterate the presence of French support for this project throughout its progression. Understanding 
the influential role that Delors and the other aforementioned French leaders had on European 
integration underlines the French government’s mostly firm support of this project since its early 
days.  
 
The growth of Euroscepticism in France  
As seen, French support for European integration up until De Gaulle’s presidency (1959–
1969) was relatively strong. This meant that, although French Eurosceptics existed, political 
opposition to integration remained “peripheral and/or exceptional” from the 1950s until the 
1990s.24 During this period, right-wing French political parties focused on the ideas of 
nationalism and nativism instead of Euroscepticism. The Rassemblement National (previously 
the Front National) which today is France’s most successful right-wing Eurosceptic party, 
actually began as the Ordre Noveau. The Ordre Nouveau was a racist and neofascist movement 
created in 1969 not with the intention of taking France out of the EU but to unite France’s 
fragmented nationalist movements.25 It only transformed into the Front National in 1972 to 
participate in the 1973 French general elections but did poorly and earned only 0.5% of the 
 
23 “The Delors Report,” Centre Virtuel de la Connaissance sur l’Europe, last modified July 8, 2016, 
https://www.cvce.eu/en/education/unit-content/-/unit/02bb76df-d066-4c08-a58a-d4686a3e68ff/021072be-
929c-4ca0-ad76-32760b5dc2ff. 
24 Nathalie Brack and Nicholas Startin, “Euroscepticism, from the margins to the mainstream,” 
International Political Science Review 36, no. 3 (June 2015), 241. https://www-jstor-
org.ccl.idm.oclc.org/stable/pdf/24573389.pdf?ab_segments=0%252Fbasic_SYC-
4946%252Fcontrol&refreqid=excelsior%3A2dffe3324cdf52bc387d1d73ec66c5ec. 
25 Alexandre Dézé, Le Front National: à la conquête du pouvoir ? (Paris: Armand Colin, 2012), 32.   
 
18 
vote.26 The FN saw slow but steady growth over the next two decades. In 1984, three FN 
members were elected into the European Parliament and in 1988, Jean-Marie Le Pen won 
14.38% of the vote in the first round of the French presidential elections. He even beat François 
Mitterrand and Jacques Chirac in the first round of elections in Marseille that year. However, the 
FN still remained a fringe political party that was not seriously considered a threat by the 
socialist French government. Indeed, Perrineau argues that the FN’s minor electoral successes in 
the 1980s were not due to the popularity of the party’s politics.27 Instead, these achievements can 
be attributed to the socioeconomic shifts, such as the trend of protest politics and the beginning 
of insecurities related to finance and immigration. Thus, although Eurosceptic parties like the FN 
have existed in France for many decades they were not prominent players in the French political 
scene even in the 1980s.  
Only in the 1990s did the FN begin to involve itself in EU-level affairs. In 1992, the 
Maastricht Treaty referendum in France was only approved by 51% of voters.28 This referendum 
led the FN to realize it could capitalize on growing Euroscepticism among the French public by 
including anti-EU rhetoric in its politics.29 The party began making demands for the restoration 
of French sovereignty from the EU and the reduction of mandatory cooperation between member 
states. These efforts achieved some success in the presidential elections of 1995 when Jean-
Marie Le Pen received 15% of the vote.30 Nevertheless, it was only in the 2000s that FN gained 
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popularity and began using explicitly anti-EU rhetoric to attract supporters. This was possible 
because a series of crises, which fueled distrust against the EU’s institutions, affected France and 
the rest of Europe in this decade. The EU appeared incapable of adapting to changing global 
demands in the face of growing security and economic challenges. 31 An influx of migrants from 
Africa and the Middle East and unprecedented security attack gave rise to Euroscepticism across 
Europe. In France, it also led to increased support for the FN. This was evident by the fact that in 
the 2002 French presidential elections, which occurred less than a year after 9/11, Jean-Marie Le 
Pen achieved 16.9% of the vote and qualified for the second round of voting for the first time.32 
He even received more votes than the socialist party candidate, Lionel Jospin, in the first round. 
Although he wasn’t elected as president, Le Pen and his party gained much public attention in 
these elections. According to Lebourg, the FN’s ability to gain a surprisingly large number of 
votes in the first round of these elections reflect the increasingly fragile international security 
environment after the events of 9/11.33 Lebourg believes that 9/11 marked the French public 
deeply and casted doubts over the ability of Europe to protect France’s own borders and people. 
Hence, the FN’s Eurosceptic beliefs gained popularity in France during the 2000s because a 
changing security environment casted doubts over the EU’s ability to adequately protect the 
interests of its members. 
Additionally, the FN also mobilized Eurosceptic voters in France to achieve success in its 
“no” campaign during the 2005 French referendum over the Treaty establishing a Constitution 
for Europe. This referendum took place in all EU member states with the purpose of deciding 
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whether each country should ratify the proposed EU Constitution. The Treaty would have 
increased the degree of legal and economic cooperation between member states and clarified 
decision making processes within the EU.34 To President Chirac’s disappointment, the “no” 
campaign won with 55% of the vote and France became the first EU member state to fail to 
ratify this treaty.35 Similar to the FN’s success after 9/11, the FN’s success in this campaign can 
be traced back to an increasingly fragile security environment. Franck argues the referendum 
over the Treaty establishing Constitution for Europe failed in France because right wing 
politicians successfully provoked public fear over relinquishing more national sovereignty over 
to the EU. The author asserts that French citizens did not oppose the Treaty itself but rather the 
possibility that further endorsing free movement between European borders would promote 
immigration from Eastern Europe, undercutting of labor costs, and loss of national sovereignty 
over these matters.36 The FN’s campaign, which focused on the possibility of these fears 
materializing, successfully primed and convinced French voters to vote against the deepening of 
integration.37 This was possible because these aforementioned fears were very real for French 
citizens, who were still waiting for Chirac’s government to improve the country’s troubled 
economy after being in office for over a decade. Hence, the prospect of losing their “cradle-to-
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grave social safety net” by handing decision making powers to the EU in an increasingly fragile 
security environment fueled distrust against the EU among French voters.38 It was this 
environment in the 2000s that prompted the FN’s Eurosceptic rhetoric to gain traction in France.  
The EU’s reputation received another blow when it was struck with the Eurozone crisis. 
Greece’s inability to repay its sovereign debts to the EU in 2009 incited a great loss of 
confidence in its institutions. In that year, Greece’s annual budget deficit stood at 12.9%, which 
is more than four times the permissible EU limit of 3%.39 The problem arose when Greece could 
not simply print more bills to repay these debts because it had adopted the euro with other EU 
states as their currency in 2001. Hence, the EU had no choice but to request bailouts for Greece 
from the IMF and European Central Bank (ECB). Unfortunately, this approach did not stop the 
sovereign debt crisis from spreading across the eurozone because many banks in other EU 
member states had invested heavily in Greek enterprises. Soon, Italy, Portugal, Spain, and 
Ireland raised alarms over their dangerous overspending and real estate bubbles. By this point, 
the Eurozone crisis had led to questions over the feasibility of the euro and of economic 
integration more generally. In France these feelings of distrust against the EU grew to the point 
that, in 2013, 59% of French citizens surveyed felt that their voices do not count in the EU.40 
Similarly in another survey, 69% of French people said they had a favorable view of the EU in 
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2004 while only 41% shared this view in 2013.41 Therefore, the Eurozone crisis escalated 
Euroscepticism in France by creating distrust in the euro and in the direction of integration.  
Increasing Euroscepticism in France during the 2000s and 2010s manifested as increasing 
support for the FN, which had grown to become France’s most successful right-wing party under 
the leadership of Marine Le Pen. Since Jean-Marie’s replacement in 2011, the FN had grown in 
number and notoriety. The party rebranded itself as a Eurosceptic defender of France’s national 
interests and, because the French electorate was also becoming increasingly Eurosceptic, 
managed to achieve some electoral successes.42 In 2012, Marine Le Pen won 17.9% of the votes 
in the French presidential elections. And in 2014, she polled 25% against incumbent President 
Hollande’s 14%.43 These results demonstrate the success of Le Pen’s strategy of demonizing the 
EU and capitalizing on growing Eurosceptic sentiments in France. Moreover, Hollande’s 
description of these results as a vote of mistrust against Europe” confirms how, by this point, 
Euroscepticism among French voters had become a tangible problem for the country’s 
government.44 The growth of this problem is underlined in a survey conducted in May 2015 in 
which 44% of French people said they were pessimistic about the EU’s future and 50% said they 
were optimistic about the EU’s future.45 The small difference in these values demonstrates the 
extent of the French public’s dissatisfaction with the EU. Brexit threatens to undermine French 
support for integration by setting a successful example of allowing Eurosceptic sentiments to 
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drive the country out of the EU. The success of the 2016 Brexit referendum could potentially 
embolden supporters of Marine Le Pen in the 2017 French presidential elections and put 
France’s identity as a pro-European nation at risk. Thus, despite being a founding member of the 
EU, France’s support for integration has wavered in the last decade because of growing 
Euroscepticism that has translated to votes for domestic right-wing political parties. This 
understanding helps explain why, currently, Macron’s pro-European government is determined 
to maintain France’s support for Europe.  
 
Current attitudes toward integration  
Today, French citizens enjoy a large degree of freedom to live and work across the EU. Over 
70 years of peace between members have proven that war has indeed become “not merely 
unthinkable, but materially impossible.” Integration, which began as a guarantee against renewed 
German aggression after the Second World War, has led to peace by neutralizing the threat of 
any one nation’s hegemony.46 Clearly, the EU has produced many meaningful benefits for 
France. This helps explain why the trend of supporting European integration is continued by 
France’s current government. Since his election, President Macron has repeatedly demonstrated 
his support for the integration project. Due to his country’s history as a supporter of European 
integration and his position as leader of the liberal pro-EU party, La République en Marche, the 
current French government under Macron is reluctant to support any acts that imply dis-
integration. In regard to the UK’s departure from the EU, this stance is evident through the 
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French government’s resistance to Brexit, its tough stance during the Brexit negotiations and its 
continued push for greater integration despite Brexit.  
The prospect of Brexit was openly resisted by the French government. In the run up to the 
2016 referendum, then President François Hollande was accused in the media of 
“scaremongering” the British and French public. 47 This accusation came after his 
announcements that Brexit could have grave consequences for the EU’s single market, financial 
trade and development. Hollande also warned of the potential consequences on the movement of 
goods between France and the UK through the Calais border. Similarly, then Economy Minister 
Macron described Brexit as the “Guernseyfication of the UK.”48 In saying this, Macron means 
that by voting to leave the EU, the UK risks self-isolation and positioning itself as “a trading post 
and arbitration place at Europe’s border.49 Aside from the harms it would inflict on itself, 
Macron also worried about Brexit’s potential impact on the EU. In an interview with Time, 
Macron stated that Brexit threatens to undo the entire bloc by starting a chain reaction of exit 
referendums.50 The editorial staff at Le Monde, a newspaper created at the behest of Charles De 
Gaulle, also shared Macron’s views about Brexit. In an editorial published in English, Le 
Monde’s writers stated “don’t do it” in reference to the Brexit referendum. In an interview by the 
New York Times, Sylvia Kauffmann, the editorial director of Le Monde, explained the editorial 
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as a product of her team seeing Brexit as an “absurd possibility” and “a threat for France and for 
Europe.”51 Hence, the pro-EU stance of Macron’s government and the French media demonstrate 
how French support for integration remained in the period before the 2016 Brexit referendum. 
Continued French support for European integration is also evident by the government’s tough 
stance in the Brexit negotiations. Since the start of the negotiations in March 2017 French leaders 
have maintained this stance with the remaining EU27. Together, the EU has insisted that Britain 
cannot remain in the single market without guaranteeing continued free movement and 
demanded concessions, such as the payment of a “divorce bill,” from the British government.52 
The French economic adviser Jean Pisani-Ferry explains the EU’s united stance in dealing with 
Brexit not as seeking to punish the UK but as a necessary means to strengthen the remaining 
bloc.53 Macron and other EU leaders did not want Brexit to create a precedent for leaving the EU 
nor the European public to think they condoned the UK’s decision. Furthermore, they did not 
want to provoke the growth of populist parties within their own borders by allowing the UK an 
“easy” departure. The EU’s hardline approach to Brexit was successful in maintaining the bloc’s 
unity. The inability of ex-Prime Minister May’s government to divide member states and earn 
greater concessions in the Brexit negotiations has left the UK with a large divorce bill and many 
legal uncertainties for its citizens and businesses.54 Furthermore, the economic decline and 
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political turmoil the UK has experienced since 2016 have left Eurosceptics in other EU member 
states questioning the wisdom of leaving the EU. Thus, because of the fact that Brexit threatened 
European unity and to disrupt the integration process, the French government committed to an 
unwavering stance in the Brexit negotiations.  
Finally, France’s continued support for integration is clear from President Macron’s 
numerous attempts at leading the integration process. Macron is currently serving as French 
president in a time when Europe risks strategic irrelevance because of a growing China and an 
increasingly undependable U.S.55 Due to this the president perceives Brexit and other marking 
events, such as Trump’s election, as evidence of a changing international system in which the 
EU is falling behind.56 This helps understand Macron’s recent calls for a sovereign Europe that is 
reminiscent of those made by De Gaulle. Clearly, a Europe capable of protecting its own people 
and borders is something the president views as necessary in lieu of the growing challenges from 
China and the U.S. Macron’s proposals were echoed by German Chancellor Merkel in a 
December 2019 call for a Conference on the Future of Europe which the two leaders issued 
together. The scale of the conference they propose, which will bring together the EU 
Commission, Parliament and European Council, is indicative of the ambitious reforms these 
leaders have in mind.57 Furthermore, on 22 January 2020, Macron and Merkel signed the Aachen 
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Treaty. This act re-invigorated the Franco-German alliance that was first solidified under the 
Elysée Treaty and which proved to be a catalyst for European integration.58  
Macron’s peculiar pro-integration stance also explains why his government vetoed the 
accession of Albania and North Macedonia into the EU at a European Council meeting in 
October 2019. A few days after this veto, the French government released a revised proposal for 
these countries’ accessions. The government demanded more stringent conditions regarding rule 
of law and included a section on the possibility of reversing the accession process should 
Albania or North Macedonia show a lack of progress.59 The French government’s treatment of 
Albanian and North Macedonian accession is evidence of Macron’s priority to strengthen the 
remaining EU members after Brexit. Recent enlargements of the EU have not led to thriving 
young democracies but, instead, the rise of populist leaders such as Hungary’s Victor Orban. 
Hence, Macron’s vision of integration involves focusing on strengthening the EU’s current 
members instead of enlarging membership of the bloc.60 This shows how Macron supports 
Europe but, like De Gaulle, risks being antagonized by other EU leaders for over-imposing 
French leadership in EU decision making. Moreover, Macron’s legitimacy on the European stage 
is threatened by the Yellow Vest uprisings in France.61 Macron’s approval rating dropped to his 
lowest at 23% in December 2018, a month after the start of the Yellow Vest protests. In July 
2019, it had only recovered to 32%. Due to his poor approval ratings, there has been growing 
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doubt over whether Macron can continue to rely on the support of French voters to further the 
European integration project.62   
 
This chapter has examined France’s past and present role in the European integration 
process. As explored, France has contributed to this process since it first materialized as the 
ECSC. In the 1950s, the French government endorsed integration by placing the Franco-German 
coal and steel industries under a Common Authority because it offered France many economic 
and security benefits. In fact, it was under the leadership of Frenchmen Schuman and Monnet 
that the idea of merging these industries first gained traction among European leaders. Since then 
French leaders, like De Gaulle and Delors, have continued to influence the direction of 
integration. However, the soundness of French support for integration has wavered due to the 
growth of Euroscepticism among the French public. Since the turn of the millennium, financial 
crises and security threats have afflicted France and led to increasing support for the far right and 
Eurosceptic Rassemblement National. The growth of this party and Le Pen’s potential to become 
France’s president in 2017 threatened the country’s position as a pro-European nation. 
Nevertheless, in the face of Brexit, ex-president Hollande and current president Macron have 
continued endorsing the EU’s integration project. The French government’s pro-EU stance is 
evident by its resistance to the 2016 Brexit referendum, its tough stance in the Brexit 
negotiations and Macron’s attempts to take charge of the integration process. Thus, France’s 
history as a founder of the ECSC and staunch supporter of integration explains why its 
government would worry over any potential undoing of this process. This is especially so 
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because Brexit occurred alongside the rise of France’s own Eurosceptic Marine Le Pen. This 
understanding sheds some light on why Brexit, which implies the disintegration of the EU, 
caused great worries for French officials. 
 
30 
Chapter 2: Why France resisted the 2016 Brexit referendum 
 
 
Unpreparedness  
While a member of the EU, the UK was often described as its “awkward partner” because 
of its early reluctance to join the bloc, its distinct culture, and its geographic isolation from 
mainland Europe.63 Reservations about the EU’s supranational and technocratic governing 
system led the UK to gain membership only in 1967, after it faced a decade of declining global 
influence and economic slowdown.64 The UK also did not adopt the euro when it was first 
circulated in 1999. This shows how the British government has maintained its reluctance to 
support the strengthening of the bloc at the expense of its own sovereignty since the start of its 
EU membership. 65 Nevertheless, despite the UK’s notorious “awkwardness” toward the bloc, the 
EU remained unprepared for Brexit.  
The first reason for this is that EU officials did not expect the British Leave campaign to 
succeed in the 2016 Brexit referendum. The unforeseen success of the Brexit referendum has 
been attributed to inaccurate polling and election forecasting.66 Indeed, live polls that were 
analyzed just five hours before the results of the referendum were to be announced on 23 June, 
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2016, showed more support for Remain than Leave.67 Additionally, betting markets on this day 
predicted that the Remain campaign had an 88% chance of defeating the Leave campaign.68 
These types of predictions contributed to the failure of many political analysts to foresee the 
referendum’s final results, in which Leave gathered 51.9% and Remain 48.1% of the vote. 
Experts had also failed to predict how many British citizens would vote. Indeed, this referendum 
attracted a voter turnout of 72.2%, which is the highest that the UK has seen in over two 
decades.69 As a result, Cohn argues that many of these “well-educated, establishment-minded 
analysts” did not take into account the tendency of undecided and uninformed voters to support 
unprecedented and extreme policy changes.70 Had these analysts seriously considered the results 
of all 35 Brexit surveys taken in June 2016, they would find that 17 these surveys predicted 
victory for Leave while only 15 said the same about Remain. Hence, the results of the Brexit 
referendum took many EU officials by surprise because polls and surveys taken on the day of the 
vote led them to believe Remain would triumph over Leave. Therefore, the EU failed to predict 
the behavior of undecided British voters and did not foresee the success of the British Leave 
campaign.   
The French government was also unprepared for the Brexit because it knew the EU is a 
stubborn negotiator and anticipated difficulties in reaching a unanimous agreement on the UK’s 
terms of exit. The EU is often stubborn when negotiating with third party states because its 
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position needs to reflect a compromise made by all its members. This means that even agreeing 
on a stance over the UK’s exit promised to be an arduous task. For instance, although the French 
government wanted the EU to maintain a hard stance in the Brexit negotiations, it needs to 
ensure that other EU governments also agreed with this approach. Another example of when 
compromising between member states can be a hindrance to France achieving its own objectives 
is in negotiating post-Brexit trade deals with the UK. As Oliver argues, negotiations for the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) and the Canadian European Trade 
Agreement (CETA) have already demonstrated how hard it is for the EU to secure the agreement 
of its member states. This is because each member state must gain public support to ratify any 
EU deal nationally, and in accordance with their own legal and political systems, before it can be 
ratified on an EU-level. 71 Such a procedure is lengthy and does not always lead to unanimous 
agreements. This knowledge is worrying for the French government because it understands that 
failure to reach a trade agreement with the UK would have detrimental effects on their country. 
As the EU would be forced to treat the UK as a third-party country under WTO regulation, 
French goods and services entering the UK would be subject to a new set of more costly 
regulations. Hence, the French government resisted Brexit because it knew that deciding on what 
types of future relationship the remaining EU27 will share with the UK would be difficult. Brexit 
challenges the EU’s ability to compromise between the needs of its member states and its belief 
in the idea of an “ever closer union.” 
Finally, the EU was unprepared for Brexit as it is the first time Article 50 has been 
invoked. The EU has never before negotiated or managed the exit of a member state of the UK’s 
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size. Although Algeria, Greenland, and Saint Barthelemy have all withdrawn from the EU, these 
territories broke links with the bloc after gaining independence from a colonizing country or 
being annexed by non-EU member states.72 This makes the UK’s decision to leave the EU and 
Theresa May’s withdrawal notification on March 29, 2017, unprecedented. In fact, the EU did 
not even prepare for the exit of any of its members until the 2000s. It was only at the 2002 
European Convention that Eastern European states, which were preparing to join the EU as part 
of its 2004 enlargement, pushed for the creation of a right to exit the EU. This demand was 
supported by the EU’s increasingly Eurosceptic member states such as the UK and Denmark.73 
Their demand led to the creation of Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union, which was 
enacted in December 2009 by the Treaty of Lisbon. Article 50 is the EU’s first procedure for 
voluntary withdrawal. This Article gives EU member states the right to withdraw from the bloc 
“in accordance with its own constitutional requirements” but is extremely vague about the steps 
in which this withdrawal is to occur.74 Although the Article states that “the [European] Union 
shall negotiate and conclude an agreement with that [withdrawing] State, setting out the 
arrangements for its withdrawal, taking account of the framework for its future relationship with 
the Union,” it does not clarify what needs to be discussed and how specific these negotiations 
should be. As seen, French officials resisted Brexit because they were unprepared for the UK to 
depart. There were also no precedents the bloc could follow to manage this crisis.  
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Ideological worries  
The 2016 Brexit referendum was also opposed by the French government because the 
UK’s departure from the EU threatened to diminish French support for the European project. 
This threat exists because Brexit confirmed that the EU continues to hold itself together through 
mutual benefits.75 In the previous chapter I elaborated on Haas theory of how the EU was 
initially accepted because it offered various benefits to its members. Although Haas’ model 
facilitated the beginning of the European integration process, it is not one that can guarantee the 
longevity of the EU. This current model relies too heavily on each member state’s individual 
perception of the EU. This explains why member states, such as the UK, become compelled to 
leave the bloc when they perceive the benefits of EU membership as being outweighed by its 
costs. In The Uniting of Europe, Haas also argued that a supranational identity can be developed 
if “the crucial expectations, ideologies, and behavior patterns of certain key groups can be 
successfully refocused” on a new set of centralized European symbols and institutions.76 
However, Brexit underlines that this identity has not been formed. On 31 January 2020, just 
hours before the final Brexit deadline, Macron described the UK’s Leave campaign as being 
based on “lies, exaggerations, and simplifications, of cheques that were promised and will never 
arrive” in a televised public address. He went on to say Brexit was only possible “because, too 
often, we made Europe the scapegoat of our own difficulties.”77 Macron’s statements support the 
argument that the Leave Campaign succeeded in making the British public feel that the benefits 
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of EU membership were not worth its costs. Indeed, the Brexit Leave campaign capitalized on 
fears of immigration being out of control and taking away blue-collar jobs from UK workers by 
promising huge cuts in immigration.78 The campaign made impossible promises, such as to slash 
immigration rates into the UK, that convinced the majority of British voters to leave the EU.79 
Hence, the success of the Leave campaign underlines a weakness in the way the EU holds itself 
together. The French government resisted Brexit because of the possibility that it could have 
mobilized similar movements to leave the EU in France and also in other EU member states.   
Second, Brexit threatened to undermine support for Europe in France by confirming the 
EU’s failure to erode national identity and replace it with, or make it second to, a shared 
European identity. The EU’s attempts to establish a supranational “European identity” to 
promote an “ever closer union” of European people can be traced back to the 1990s.80 The 
European Commission desired the creation of this identity because they saw it as a necessary 
addition to the EU’s economic union, which was growing closer after several treaty revisions. 
During the Brexit referendum, the Leave campaign achieved success partly because of its focus 
on regaining control of the UK’s laws on money and immigration. In June 2016, 48% of British 
people surveyed identified immigration as the UK’s top concern.81 The Leave campaign 
exploited xenophobic and nationalist sentiments that had been growing in the UK due to 
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increasing immigration levels over the last several decades.82 For example, it exacerbated public 
fears over Eastern European immigrants taking away blue-collar jobs from British citizens.83 The 
campaign’s efforts were successful in motivating this particular group to vote Leave and is 
evident by the fact that working-class British people disproportionately voted Leave in the Brexit 
referendum.84 The success of the Leave campaign demonstrates how the UK failed to fully 
embrace the supranational European identity. This failure worried France, which had also been 
facing similar problems of growing xenophobia because of an unprecedented rise in immigration 
levels. In August 2016, 54% of French people surveyed agreed that immigration was “causing 
their country to change in ways they don’t like.” This figure is 8% higher than the global average 
of 46% and contributed to France being one of the world’s most anti-immigration countries that 
year.85 Thus, because Brexit demonstrated an EU member state’s rejection of the European 
identity, French officials worried that Eurosceptics in their own country would be inspired to 
follow suit.   
As explored, the results of the 2016 Brexit referendum were linked to a resurgence of 
nationalist and xenophobic sentiments in the UK. The possibility of this resurgence also 
occurring in France worried the country’s pro-European socialist government. One of the ways 
this spill-over effect could manifest in France is as support for the Eurosceptic Front National. 
This party’s growth in the last decade and its public support for the British Leave campaign 
made the French government fear that Brexit could lead to the FN’s consolidation of power. The 
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FN’s leader, Marine Le Pen, hailed Brexit as a “movement that can’t be stopped” the day after 
the referendum results were announced.86 Such statements were clearly alarming for pro-
European French officials, including Macron and then-president Hollande, because Le Pen had 
also been issuing calls for a “Frexit” referendum since 2014.87 Her 2017 presidential campaign 
promised a Brexit-style referendum within six months of her being in office. What made this 
prospect more worrying was that it reflected the 91% of Le Pen’s supporters who were (when) in 
favor of holding a referendum on EU membership in France.88 The fact that Le Pen reached the 
final round of voting for France’s 2017 presidential elections meant that, until her defeat by 
current President Macron, the possibility of Frexit remained very real. Therefore, the Brexit 
referendum was viewed unfavorably by the French government because it feared that 
Eurosceptics in France would be emboldened to support their own Frexit. Ultimately, this could 
mean the end of France’s identity as a pro-European nation and supporter of integration.  
 
Security worries 
In addition, the French government was anxious over the potentially detrimental effects 
of Brexit on European defense. The prospect of losing the UK as a contributor of European 
defense troubled the French government because it stood to lose its partner and co-leader in 
European defense. The UK has traditionally been a co-leader of European defense with France. 
These two countries possess nuclear capabilities and the largest militaries out of all EU member 
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states. They are also the bloc’s largest defense spenders. Ricketts even argues that France and the 
UK are the only EU member states to have demonstrated both the capability and desire to lead 
significant combat operations abroad for the sake of international security.89 This demonstration 
occurred during their previous experience leading the UN Protection Force’s (UNPROFOR) 
interventions in Bosnia and Kosovo in the 1990s. The “convergence of thinking” between the 
French and British governments in this decade was what led to the signing of the Saint-Malo 
declaration in 1998.90 This joint declaration was signed by then Prime Minister Tony Blair and 
President Jacques Chirac with the intention creating an autonomous military force for the EU.91 
Both leaders believed the EU needed the capability to deploy military force in response to global 
crises without the help of NATO. This was especially important in case NATO refused to 
intervene in any particular crisis on behalf of the EU. Since 1998, France and the UK have 
continued to influence the EU’s Common Security and Defense Policy (CSDP) and participated 
in more than 20 peacekeeping operations overseas. In 2003, the EU achieved the ability to 
deploy “60,000 personnel at 60 days’ notice for at least one year.”92 Brexit made French officials 
anxious because the success of the CSDP is partly due to this Franco-British leadership. The 
UK’s departure may lead to France losing its partner in leading European defense and reduce its 
ability to further strengthen the CSDP.  
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The EU’s overall security capabilities may also be weakened if Brexit leads to the 
complete exclusion of Britain from EU decision making processes. This would be a disastrous 
scenario for the French government because, although EU member states cooperate closely on 
defense and share military facilities and personnel, European defense remains relatively weak 
compared to other global powers like the U.S. or Russia. In September 2017, the British 
government published the “Future Partnership Paper” to clarify the type of future relationship the 
UK would like with the EU. 93 This document states that the UK wants a defense partnership with 
the EU that is “unprecedented in its breadth” and “deeper than any third country relationship.” 
However, no actual terms to govern the UK’s future role in EU defense have been set even 
today.94 The issue of the UK’s participation in EU defense was particularly problematic during 
the Brexit negotiations. This was the case because the UK’s notification letter to the EU, in 
which it triggered Article 50 and the negotiation period, linked “the outcome of the trade talks to 
future security cooperation in Europe.” 95 The UK’s letter gave French and other EU officials the 
impression that the UK would leverage its EU security contributions to influence the outcome of 
the Brexit negotiations. Indeed, analysts and policy makers knew the UK could utilize its 
“security surplus” (i.e. its leadership of the EU’s military and intelligence forces) as a bargaining 
chip to gain commercial concessions from the EU. 96 This knowledge made the French 
government worry the UK would refuse to continue participating in the EU’s defense efforts if it 
 
93 “The future relationship between the United Kingdom and the European Union,” Her Majesty’s 
Government, last modified July 2018, 54. 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/786626
/The_Future_Relationship_between_the_United_Kingdom_and_the_European_Union_120319.pdf  
94 Christine Nissen, “The future of European security and defense cooperation after Brexit,” Danish 
Institute for International Studies, (2017): 44. https://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep17368.7.  
95 Rem Korteweg, “Why Brexit is about security,” Atlantic Community, 1 April, 2019, https://atlantic-
community.org/why-brexit-is-about-security/. 
96 Tim Oliver, “What does Brexit mean for the European Union?” 165. 
 
40 
was not granted favorable terms of exit. For example, the UK might reduce funding for its 
bilateral nuclear cooperation with France. These countries have funded a shared facility in 
France for testing the safety and viability of nuclear warhead designs since 2010.97 Without 
continued British funding, France’s nuclear development and capabilities may be severely 
hampered. Hence, French officials resisted Brexit because it released the UK from its mandate to 
contribute to the EU’s defense projects and raised questions over its willingness to continue 
participating in these projects.    
Brexit also threatened to diminish the EU’s strategic coherence. On the one hand, Brexit 
forced EU leaders to pause initiatives geared toward further integration and re-focus their efforts 
into negotiating with the UK. After the Bratislava Summit of September 2016, then British 
Defense Minister Michael Fallon announced that the UK would veto any decision that 
strengthened the EU’s defense until after its exit.98 This announcement meant that EU leaders 
had to postpone all agreements regarding defense cooperation until February 2020. It has also led 
to slow progress in advancing EU defense efforts since 2016. And, on the other hand, the UK 
may choose to prioritize NATO over the EU’s Common Security and Defense Policy (CSDP) to 
engage with international security matters after Brexit. 99 The French government views this 
negatively because, as explored earlier, having an autonomous European military has been one 
of its long-standing ambitions.100 If the UK chooses to only engage in future international 
security matters through NATO, and not the EU, Brexit would weaken the military capabilities 
of the CSDP. Additionally, it could also worsen the CSDP’s coherence by setting a precedent for 
abandoning the EU’s multilateral approach to defense cooperation. The EU27 may find it harder 
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to unanimously agree to further integrate their defense industries, for example by deepening 
PESCO and the European Defense Fund (EDF), after Brexit. According to Korteweg, Europe has 
become a “geopolitical space for Chinese-American great power competition.” He theorizes that 
these two powers are challenging EU member states’ support for the CDSP by emphasizing 
bilateral, instead of multilateral, cooperation. This is evident through the Trump administration’s 
preference for bilateral agreements with EU member states, China’s One Belt, One Road 
initiative, and its 16+1 dialogue with Eastern European nations.101 In this context, Brexit could 
weaken the CSDP’s coherence by making member states question the EU’s multilateral approach 
to security and defense. So, the possibility of the British government choosing to channel its 
resources to NATO instead of European defense contributed to the French government’s fear of 
Brexit. The coherence of the CSDP would be threatened if the UK terminates its contributions to 
EU defense.  
Nevertheless, it is important to remember that scholars and policy makers have argued, 
from even before the Brexit referendum, that continued participation in European defense 
remains in the UK’s interest.102 One reason for this is to maintain access to information, such as 
through intelligence databases that are held by the EU’s institutions.103 Another reason is to 
retain access to the EU’s defense mechanisms, such as the Galileo Navigation Satellite System 
(GNSS). The GNSS was created to rival American navigation systems and offers a high 
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precision that makes it integral for modern civilian and military operations.104 It is in the UK’s 
interest to maintain access to such institutions especially as it faces increasing security threats.105 
Additionally, as the UK has been a big financier and champion of the GNSS, it would be 
illogical for the UK to give up access to its systems.106 The EU is aware of this and announced 
that it will only permit the UK to retain access to the Galileo project if it also continues 
participating in the EU’s space program. Thus, the British and EU officials’ understanding of the 
importance that Britain continues participating in European defense hints that the UK is likely to 
remain involved in this process after Brexit. However, what remains uncertain is in what 
capacity and to what extent the UK will be involved. 
 
Economic worries  
France also resisted Brexit because it brought about various types of economic worries in 
France on both a national and EU-level. The UK is one of France’s largest export markets and 
vice versa. More French people, goods, and services move in and out of the UK than any other 
EU member state because of these nations’ proximity and history. Hence, a disorderly Brexit 
meant that France could potentially face shortages, long delays at its borders, and/or sudden 
decreases in trade with the UK. These situations are particularly undesirable for French 
businesses because the bulk of France’s exports to the UK are perishable agricultural goods. In 
2015, more than 4.54 billion euros worth of food products were exported from France to the UK. 
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This amount adds up to 14% of France’s total food exports.107 Indeed, France’s National 
Association of Food Industries (ANIA) was one of the first to publish a statement clarifying 
which agricultural sectors in France stand to be most affected by Brexit and how to prepare for 
these changes.108 These sectors include the wine and dairy industries. On top of these technical 
worries, French businesses also feared that the British pound would diminish in value after 
Brexit. This could decrease the amount of French goods demanded by British consumers and 
cause financial losses for many French businesses. These fears were especially real for those 
businesses that exported electronics, pharmaceuticals, and luxury products to the UK.109 This is 
because such products are non-perishable and can be substituted by similar products made 
elsewhere, such as in China. Thus, French businesses worried that Brexit could disrupt their 
business dealings with the UK and potentially decrease the overall amount of trade with this 
country.   
French businesses and the people that work for them also stood to lose from Brexit if it 
led to the end of free movement between France and the UK. In the run up to the 2016 
referendum, the UK’s Leave campaign focused heavily on reducing immigration and regaining 
control over its borders by ending free movement with the EU.110 In a mega-poll of 12,369 
British voters, a study by Lord Ashcroft Polling found that a third of those who voted Leave in 
the 2016 referendum did so because it “offered the best chance for the UK to regain control over 
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immigration and its own borders.”111Although the Leave campaign also promised on its website 
that “there will be no change for EU citizens already lawfully resident in the UK,” analysts like 
France’s deputy for overseas residents, Christophe Premat, believes these promises are 
unfounded.112 Like many Leavers in the UK, Premat believes that this status quo is unlikely to 
continue because immigration was such a central topic to the Leave campaign. In France, the 
possibility of the UK closing its borders raised many questions about citizenship status and the 
future rights of French citizens to work and live in the UK.113 Many French citizens in Britain 
feared the end of free movement would create uncertainties about and complicate their ability to 
remain in the UK. They worried that this could lead to forced relocations and family separations. 
The issue of citizens being forcefully repatriated from the UK concerns France because this 
country is the one that receives the largest sum of remittances from the UK. In 2017 alone, 
French citizens remitted over $1.8 billion from the UK.114 Hence, French citizens in Britain 
resisted Brexit because it complicated their future ability to work and reside in the UK.  
The end of free movement between France and the UK could potentially create economic 
and security problems at France’s border. The port of Calais is France’s main trading port with 
the UK and also one of the main routes taking by illegal migrants to enter the UK. In 2003, 
France and the UK signed the Touquet Accords which allows for each country to conduct border 
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controls in the other’s territory. This agreement has led to large numbers of migrants being 
refused entry to the UK at the Calais border and requiring the assistance of the French 
government to resettle in France. The French government already expressed the need to revise 
the Touquet Accords because of the unfair burden France must bear over the relocation of these 
migrants since before the Brexit referendum. However, as Brexit means the UK may close its 
borders with the EU, it has also accelerated the need for this revision. In March 2016 then 
Minister of Economic Affairs, Emmanuel Macron, emphasized this notion by stating that Brexit 
could cause migrants to “no longer be in Calais.”115 In saying this, Macron implies the end of 
British border patrol in Calais could lead to an unprecedented influx of illegal migration into the 
UK via France. This is because the UK will lose the ability to screen those entering the UK in 
Calais. Such a situation, in which the overall number of undocumented migrants in both 
countries is increased, is desired by neither the UK nor France. Both countries would ultimately 
need to allocate more resources to cope with increased undocumented migration. Therefore, 
Brexit was also resisted in France because it risked compromising the security measures already 
in place on the Calais border.  
Finally, French politicians feared that Britain’s departure could weaken the EU’s leverage 
to pursue its trade preferences on the international stage. The reason for this is that the EU’s 
power and effectiveness are partly based on its counterparts’ perceptions of the EU.116 Using the 
concept of BATNA (Best Alternative to Negotiated Agreement), Zimmermann claims that the 
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EU’s ability to achieve favorable trade deals with third party countries can be compromised by 
Brexit. As the UK will separate itself from the bloc’s foreign and trade policies, the EU will lose 
some of its power to demand concessions from third party countries. Zimmerman predicts that 
Brexit may increase the BATNA of countries that trade with the EU by decreasing their 
dependence on the bloc and giving these countries an alternative negotiating partner. Having the 
UK as an alternative negotiating partner to the EU means that third party countries may not have 
to agree with the EU’s often stringent regulations.117 For example, third party countries may 
choose to partner with the UK instead of the EU when it comes to trading some agricultural 
products because they may not have to adhere to the EU’s extensive laws for food and 
environmental safety. This means the EU may lose out on future trade deals with non-EU nations 
because the UK now stands as a more appealing alternative negotiator. The possibility that 
Brexit might reduce the EU’s ability to make demands of and achieve concessions from its 
trading partners added onto the list of fears held by the French government. Thus, there was 
much resistance to Brexit in France because it threatened the French economy in various ways.  
 
As seen, there were numerous factors behind the French government’s resistance to the 
2016 Brexit referendum. It is important to remember that the results of this referendum took 
them by surprise. Additionally, the government anticipated the difficulties of the Brexit 
negotiations because of the EU’s tradition of being a stubborn negotiator. This problem is 
exacerbated by the fact that Brexit is the first time Article 50 has been invoked. French officials 
knew that there were no precedents for managing an EU member state’s exit that the EU27 could 
easily follow. The pro-European French government also opposed the 2016 Brexit referendum 
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because it threatened to embolden Eurosceptic sentiments at home. In France, the far-right Front 
National has been gaining political momentum under Marine Le Pen. The success of this party 
could lead to ‘Frexit’ and the end of the EU as we know it. Additionally, fears related to France’s 
national security and economy also contributed to its government’s resistance to Brexit. France 
and the UK have successfully shared leadership of European defense over decades. The prospect 
that this status quo might change after the UK’s departure from the EU worried the French 
government. And as for France’s economy, much stands to be lost if the UK’s departure is not 
carefully managed. This is because France is one of the UK’s main trading partners and closest 
neighbors. As explored, the exhaustive number of potential problems France could face because 
of the UK’s departure from the EU explains why the 2016 Brexit referendum was resisted by the 
French government.  
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Chapter 3: France in the Brexit negotiations 
 
 
Why France maintained a tough stance in the Brexit negotiations  
French leaders maintained a united and hardline stance in the Brexit negotiations of June 
2017–January 2020 because of worries related to their own economies, citizens, and agendas.118 
President Macron’s tough stance can be explained by his belief that Brexit has taken up too much 
of the EU’s agenda. According to Christian Lequesne, professor at Paris’ Sciences Po, Brexit has 
become an impediment to Macron’s “political project” to renew the EU. 119 Since the Brexit 
referendum in 2016, Macron has been developing a vision for the EU’s future in which Brexit is 
taken as “an opportunity for France to relaunch the EU” alongside Germany.120 However, these 
ambitious plans, which involve setting a clear course for European defense and recovering spirit 
for the continent’s integration project, could be hindered because of delays caused by the Brexit 
negotiations. As Macron’s time as president is limited, his time to deliver the changes he 
promised during his presidential campaign are running out as Brexit hogs the EU’s agenda.121 
Macron also looked unfavorably at the prospect of Britain halting its contributions to highly 
integrated EU policies, such as the fisheries and common agricultural policies, worker retraining 
programs, and development assistance for poor regions. This position was shared by Michel 
Barnier, French politician and the EU’s chief Brexit negotiator. Barnier was also “unexpectedly 
rigid and hostile to the UK” from the onset of these negotiations and rejected all British 
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aspirations for an easy exit from the EU. He insisted the UK could not be allowed to cherry pick 
what EU institutions it wished to remain a part of. For example, the EU demanded the allowance 
of its vessels in British fishing waters if the UK’s financial services were to maintain access to 
the European single market.122 Additionally, in a joint statement released less than a week after 
the 2016 referendum, EU27 heads of state also specified that continued British access to the 
single market requires the UK to continue complying with all four EU freedoms - free movement 
of goods, services, people and capital.123 These demands confirm the French government’s 
hardline stance in the Brexit negotiations is because it wanted to protect its own interests.  
Barnier and Macron were also tough in the Brexit negotiations because they wanted to 
prevent the UK from ending its contributions to the EU’s highly integrated policies, such as its 
common agricultural and fisheries policy. The British government wanted to end the UK’s 
participation in these policies because this country has been a net contributor, as opposed to net 
beneficiary, of the EU’s programs. The British government also wanted to restrict free 
movement with the EU as this objective was promised by the Leave campaign. The ambitions of 
the British government worried the French government because there are more French people in 
London than Bordeaux, Strasbourg or Nantes. In fact, London is the world’s sixth biggest 
Francophone city. 124 Ending free movement between France and the UK could, at the very least, 
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cause tremendous legal and logistical issues for many French citizens. Allowing the UK to 
determine the extent of its participation in EU policies allows it to benefit disproportionately 
from the EU and effectively become one of its net beneficiaries. This may increase the amount of 
contributions required from the bloc’s remaining contributors, namely France and Germany. The 
UK could also undercut France and the EU on standards including environmental, workers’ and 
social rights if it decides to set its own regulations. 125 In February 2020, Barnier published the 
EU’s initial draft negotiating position. This document asks the UK to uphold the EU’s standards 
on these issues as they are discussed in the Brexit negotiations. This statement was made after 
concerns that the EU’s efforts to toughen its regulations, particularly in regard to the 
environment, could be hampered if the British businesses are allowed to adhere to lower 
standards and undercut European businesses.126 As discussed, France and the remaining EU27 
did not concede to the UK’s demands in the Brexit negotiations because British contributions to 
EU projects remain in their interest.  
The uncompromising attitude that French leaders displayed in the Brexit negotiations was 
also a product of careful planning. Even before the 2016 Brexit referendum, then president of the 
European Council Donald Tusk already met with EU27 leaders to encourage them to stand 
united in the face of Brexit. Tusk’s actions meant the EU was ready to release a joint statement, 
in which they asserted their unity and preparedness to handle the UK’s departure, less than five 
hours after the referendum results were announced.127 They also reflect the fact that French and 
EU leaders did not want Brexit to set a precedent for leaving the bloc with ease. This agenda is 
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evident through the EU’s refusal to discuss the terms of Brexit until the British government 
formally invokes Article 50 and starts the designated two-year negotiation period. Until Article 
50’s invocation, European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker forbade EU national 
governments and commission staff from secretly discussing the UK’s terms of exit or future 
relationship with British officials.128 Juncker wanted to avoid negotiating Brexit ahead of the 
two-year period because of his awareness that, once this period commenced, the EU could use 
this countdown as leverage over the UK, which will become increasingly desperate to secure an 
exit deal.129 The EU was able to uphold its tough stance because it had the upper hand in 
negotiations with the UK. Because the negotiations were controlled by the EU, the UK could not 
start negotiations before formally notifying the EU of its intentions to leave the bloc nor agree on 
a future relationship until a divorce agreement, which encompasses issues such as citizens’ rights 
and the Irish border, was settled first.130 This confirms how France and the EU influenced the 
Brexit negotiations in their favor by standing firm and united against the UK.  
The French government also perceived a tough stance in the Brexit negotiations as necessary 
to ensure the preservation and unity of the EU. The results of the Brexit referendum did not only 
indicate British citizens’ fears over migration and economic downturn, but also that the EU 
needed to reform if it wishes to maintain its members’ support.131 Since the Brexit negotiations 
would create a legal precedent for leaving the bloc, French officials did not want to support any 
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deals with the UK that could lead to further disintegration of the EU in the future.132  Indeed, a 
domino effect caused by the UK and/ or EU member states that are tied together more loosely 
than before could be among the most profound effects of Brexit.133 Mattelaer asserts that, like 
most other EU leaders, President Macron understood “the integrity of the European project is 
key.” Despite also having other “domestic political imperatives” that needed to be pursued 
during the Brexit negotiations, Macron prioritized acting in coherence with the EU27. 134 The 
EU’s unwillingness to pre-negotiate exit terms before the UK activated Article 50 was also 
because it knew Britain would attempt individual negotiations with each remaining EU member 
state. According to Oliver, EU leaders did not agree to remain united because they overestimated 
Britain’s ability to divide its members through individual negotiations. Instead, they knew from 
past experiences negotiating with third party countries, like the USA, Turkey or Russia, that 
these types of negotiations can exacerbate the EU’s internal divisions and make agreements 
almost impossible.135 Therefore, the EU27 altogether maintained a hardline negotiating position 
with the UK to preserve the EU’s unity by not allowing member states to have split opinions on 
Brexit. Their approach was intended to disallow Brexit from setting a precedent for easily 
leaving the EU despite the growth of nationalist and populist forces in France and across 
Europe.136   
Furthermore, the French government’s unwavering approach to the Brexit negotiations was 
motivated by its desire to reverse the UK’s decision. Macron’s government knew that Brexit 
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would consume the EU’s time and resources. It could force the EU to divert time and attention 
from other urgent issues such as terrorism, migration, and climate change. This is a dangerous 
possibility because, as argued by Leigh, progress and developments in these areas are essential 
for the preservation of the EU’s unity in a world of growing uncertainty.137 As it takes away from 
the EU’s ability to pursue other matters, the Brexit negotiations could become costly for 
France.138 Also, from experiences negotiating treaties with third-party countries, such as 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership and Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement, the French government knew that the two year negotiation period granted by Article 
50 would be insufficient.139 The TTIP between the EU and Canada has not been signed despite 
having been discussed since 2013. And the CETA between these two same parties took seven 
years to finalize. The knowledge of how complex and lengthy the Brexit negotiations could be 
explains why Macron wanted to reverse Brexit and keep the UK in the EU. This is evident 
through his joint press conference with Theresa May at the Elysée Palace in June 2017, just after 
the UK’s activation of Article 50. In this press conference, Macron stated the “door to the EU 
remains open” to Britain even as they entered the negotiations to formalize its exit. 140 Even as 
the negotiations progressed, Macron continued to push for a second referendum to be held in the 
UK. In April 2019, when the UK was seeking an extension to the negotiation period, Macron 
stated that he would only grant this delay if the UK uses its extra time to “hold a general election 
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or a second referendum.”141 Although he ultimately fell in line with the remaining EU27 and 
granted Brexit an extension, Macron’s initial stance demonstrates his personal ambition to 
reverse the results of the 2016 referendum. Thus, the actions of Macron’s government reveal its 
aspiration to keep the UK in the EU. It acted tough in the Brexit negotiations because it 
understood how time and resource consuming these discussions could be for the EU.  
 
The validity of France’s Brexit worries  
As explored, the French government had numerous reasons to worry about the UK’s 
departure and, as a result, stood united with the EU in a hardline stance during the Brexit 
negotiations. However, despite the ample reasons for its worries, it remains important to examine 
the other side of the argument. Over three and a half years have passed since the 2016 
referendum and the UK formally left the EU on 31 January 2020. Surprisingly, not many of the 
French government’s initial Brexit fears have materialized. The British government continues to 
participate in many EU initiatives, such as in defense and intelligence, and permits French 
citizens to continue residing in the UK. That said, the EU27 have endured Brexit with more ease 
than the French government predicted prior to the 2016 Brexit referendum. This raises the 
question of whether the initial Brexit-related worries held by the French government were valid 
or overstated. To do this, we will examine why the French government’s initial Brexit-related 
concerns may have been exaggerated.   
First, France and the EU have faced and are facing other crises that present them with similar 
challenges to Brexit. Korteweg asserts that the EU is currently “surrounded by the four horsemen 
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of the apocalypse.”142 Eastern Europe and Ukraine are ravaged by war, refugees and migrants are 
drowned in the Mediterranean, economic hardship is attacking struggling Eurozone participants 
like Greece, and Euroscepticism is plaguing the continent. This spreading Euroscepticism has 
taken the UK as its first victim. Korteweg concedes that this view of the EU is extreme. 
However, it emphasizes how Brexit cannot be viewed as an epidemic but rather as one of 
multiple obstacles facing France and the EU. Indeed, French and other EU governments are 
already approaching current discussions with the UK with this knowledge in mind. A policy 
paper signed and released by the French and German Foreign Affairs Ministers called for a 
“strong Europe in a world of uncertainties” and highlighted the need for the EU to proceed on 
key areas such as security, border control, digital agendas, Eurozone governance and foreign 
policy, even if countries outside the EU are trending toward nationalism and securing their 
interests first. 143 The steadfast attitude of EU leaders in the face of Brexit as well as other 
challenges that threaten the continent is a reminder of the EU’s resilience and ability to 
overcome such crises. Were the French government convinced by this sooner, perhaps worries 
over Brexit spoiling the EU would not have been as widespread.  
Second, the cultural and economic ties shared by France and the UK have are so well-
established that it is in both of these nations’ interests to maintain them. Joint military 
intervention in the Suez Crisis in 1956 and the First and Second World Wars are only some 
examples that attest to the UK and France’s ability to form extremely close and cooperative 
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partnerships in difficult times.144 The decades long friendship that characterizes the UK and 
France’s bilateral relationship suggests that trade is likely to continue between the two countries 
even if the UK leaves the EU customs union. In fact, during her time as Prime Minister, Theresa 
May explained in a speech at Lancaster House in January 2017 that the UK’s objective in 
negotiating its future relationship with the EU is to achieve an ambitious free trade agreement. 
This indicates that although the UK does not want to remain in the EU’s customs union, it still 
wants to trade freely with the bloc.145 The close ties between France and the UK extend further 
than state-level matters and also apply to the people of these countries. As French and British 
people have a shared history and intermingled with one another for centuries, their cultures have 
become closely integrated. Indeed, a study found that small French villages and cities are very 
accustomed to having British citizens as members of their community. This cultural similarity is 
emphasized by the fact that some French regions, such as Charente, Dordogne and the Lot, have 
seen sudden rises in the number of British people applying for French citizenship since the 2016 
Brexit referendum. In France more generally, the number of British citizens who applied for 
French citizenship increased by 254% from 385 applicants in early 2015 to 1363 in 2017.146 The 
same study found many cases of French citizens assisting their British neighbors in their mission 
to secure French citizenships. Hence, Brexit may not negatively impact bilateral relations 
between France and the UK as much as it was believed to because these countries already shared 
a close relationship prior to the UK’s departure.  
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Third, it has always been unlikely that the UK would stop participating in all the EU’s 
policies. The reason for this is that it was and remains in the UK’s national security interest to 
participate in European defense. The British government’s knowledge of this fact is underlined 
in its 2018 British National Security Review, in which it asserts that “Europe’s security is our 
security.” This is the case because the UK’s departure from the EU does not change the 
geography of Europe. The UK will continue to share the EU’s “strategic environment” and, 
because of this, also similar security threats.147 Michel Barnier has reciprocated the UK’s 
ambition to maintain their close relationship in an April 2019 speech that affirmed the need for 
continued close cooperation between the two parties. Barnier emphasized this relationship as 
being a mutual interest for both parties, especially as the threats that affect their countries are 
becoming increasingly unpredictable.148 Latici even argues that finding lasting solutions to 
Europe’s security challenges would be extremely difficult if cooperation between the EU and 
UK on these matters were to be reduced.149 Clearly, the problems affecting the entirety of the 
European continent, such as cyber security attacks, terrorism, state fragility in the Middle East 
and Africa, and Russia’s disruptive behavior, can be better tackled if the EU works together to 
come up with collaborative solutions. Collaboration is especially important as the current foreign 
policy of the U.S., with its heavy focus on “America first,” insinuates that “Europe will have to 
rely more on its own forces to defend itself.” 150 Thus, because it remains in the UK’s interest to 
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continue participating in certain EU initiatives, the French government did not need to worry 
about the UK ending its EU contributions as much as it did.  
Finally, the French government may not have needed to worry that Brexit could cause a 
rise of Euroscepticism in France because of the failures of the British Leave campaign. Malik 
argues that the British Leave campaign “lacked deep political thinking.” Its success in the 2016 
referendum was mostly due to promises to end immigration and re-allocate the UK’s EU 
contribution to the UK’s own National Health Services (NHS).151 However, these promises are 
unrealistic and have been impossible to deliver. This failure of British Leavers could fail to 
impress and inspire Eurosceptics in other EU member states, including France. Instead, the chaos 
of negotiating Brexit could cause the EU to become more united. In a sense, even a disorderly or 
“hard” Brexit can be beneficial for the EU. Such a scenario will force “all [countries] involved to 
realize what they have to lose.” 152 In this case, the final outcome for the EU may be a “harsh-
positive” Brexit in which the UK and EU are forced to compromise on a viable solution to move 
forward.153 There is already evidence that, instead of strengthening Eurosceptic sentiments in 
France and the EU, Brexit has actually boosted support for Europe. For instance, Brussels has 
successfully motivated the remaining EU27 to proceed with deeper military cooperation through 
the European Defense Action Plan and Permanent Structured Cooperation on Security and 
Defense (PESCO).154 The fact that these initiatives were accepted by the EU27 indicates the 
support for the EU remains strong despite Brexit. Therefore, the failures of the Brexit Leave 
campaign should have reduced the French government’s fear that the UK’s departure would 
increase Eurosceptic sentiments in France.  
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The French government had various reasons to worry over Brexit and, because of this, 
took a hardline stance in the Brexit negotiations. As explored, Macron’s government acted tough 
and in line with the EU because it perceived the UK’s departure as a threat to France and the EU. 
The process of negotiating the UK’s exit takes up the EU’s valuable time, which it could be 
using to discuss other important security matters. Discussions over Brexit were also stealing the 
spotlight away from Macron’s attempts at reforming the EU and progressing with integration. 
Additionally, like other EU leaders, Macron perceived maintaining a unified position with the 
remaining EU27 as imperative for the EU’s survival. By ensuring that the UK was not granted an 
easy exit, the French government could effectively dissuade Eurosceptics in France from 
wanting to follow in the UK’s footsteps. Furthermore, the UK could even reverse its decision to 
leave the bloc if it becomes too difficult to strike a favorable deal with the EU. However, the 
validity of the French government’s Brexit-related worries should be questioned. More than 
three years have passed since British citizens voted to leave the EU and not many of these initial 
worries have manifested. In retrospect, there were numerous pieces of evidence that should have 
reduced the French government’s Brexit-related anxieties. Perhaps it should not have feared a 
Brexit domino-effect because the EU’s resilience has been tested by crises before. And in terms 
of the Franco-British bilateral relationship, the close pre-existing relationship between these 
countries has made it in the interest of both parties to maintain their ties. This is similar to the 
case of participating in EU defense, which also remains in the UK’s interest even after it leaves 
the EU’s political and economic union. Thus, even before the 2016 Brexit referendum occurred, 
there was reason for the French government to believe that the UK’s exit would not dramatically 
alter its relationship with the EU. The next four chapters will take a closer look at how the UK’s 
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departure impacts the Franco-British relationship to better understand if the French government’s 
initial Brexit-related worries were indeed overstated.   
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Chapter 4: The impact of Brexit on French attitudes toward the EU 
 
 This section explores the impact of Brexit on French attitudes toward the EU. The first 
part traces the beginning of French Euroscepticism in the 1950s and its growing popularity, 
demonstrated through the political success of the Front National (FN), prior to the 2016 Brexit 
referendum. It argues that Brexit was not desirable in France because of its potential ability to 
boost Eurosceptic sentiments and support for anti-EU parties at home. The second part examines 
French attitudes toward the EU in the period between the 2016 Brexit referendum and the 2017 
French Presidential elections. During this time the rise of Euroscepticism in France was 
temporarily halted and is evident by the victory of pro-EU Emmanuel Macron over the anti-EU 
Marine Le Pen. This pause was due to the framing and understanding of Brexit as self-harming 
and simply one of many crises that have affected the EU in recent years. The third part looks at 
the period between the 2017 French presidential elections and the 2019 European Parliament 
elections to underline how, although questioned in the immediate aftermath of Brexit, anti-EU 
sentiments persist in France. However, the understanding of what being anti-EU means has 
changed because of Brexit. Instead of implying a British style departure from the bloc, France’s 
Eurosceptics are now calling for reforms of France’s position within the union. Overall, Brexit 
momentarily quelled rising support for the Eurosceptic FN. More importantly, it provided a 
cautionary tale of leaving the EU and undid the FN’s previous desire for a ‘Frexit.’  
 
Prior to June 2016 referendum:  
The prospect of Brexit was not well-received in France for numerous reasons. First, there 
was fear that British exit from the EU would set a precedent which other countries would soon 
follow. Second, many anticipated that Brexit could allow Marine Le Pen, who advocated for 
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‘Frexit’ (i.e. French exit), to gain momentum in the upcoming Presidential elections. This notion 
was especially widespread because the Brexit referendum on June 23, 2016 took place less than a 
year before the 2017 Presidential elections in France. And third, Brexit puts the Anglo-French 
bilateral relationship in jeopardy because much cooperation between the two countries occurs in 
the context of the EU.155  
Brexit creates a precedent for leaving the EU because it is the first time a country with 
the UK’s population size and influence over EU decision making has left the union.156 Its 
potentially swift and beneficial departure would have given confidence to all other anti-EU 
nations to follow suit. The UK leaving the EU poses a challenge to the idea of an ‘ever closer 
union,’ which means the continual progression toward a federal or supranational Europe.157 
Along with the recent economic rise of China and the election of Trump, Brexit could have been 
perceived globally as another example of the growing rejection of a “liberal internationalist 
agenda” of pro-globalization and shared sovereignty.158 A widespread rejection of this agenda 
was undesirable because it would reinforce the Eurosceptic sentiments that were growing within 
France and its neighbors. In winter 2015-2016, opinion polls indicated rising support for 
Eurosceptic parties in France, Greece, Hungary, Poland, Netherlands and the UK. At this time 
the main governing parties in Greece, Hungary and Poland were anti-EU.159 Surveys before the 
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June 2016 UK referendum also show the EU facing a decline in support among all its 
members.160 Hence, due to the rising popularity of Euroscepticism and its potential ability to 
disrupt the EU and relations among its members, France did not want Brexit to create a 
precedent for leaving this union.   
France also disliked the UK’s plans of a referendum on EU membership because it could 
boost Eurosceptic sentiments at home. Although the French government has largely been 
supportive of Europe since its inception, the nation of France has also witnessed bouts of 
Euroscepticism. For example, in 1954 the National Assembly rejected the creation of a European 
Defence Community. And in 1965, President De Gaulle initiated the ‘empty chair crisis,’ that is 
France’s refusal to attend European Council meetings because of revisions over the Common 
Agricultural Policy that it viewed as violations of national sovereignty. Another demonstration of 
French Euroscepticism is evident in in 1992 referendum over the Maastricht Treaty when only 
51% of French citizens approved this European treaty.161 France’s Eurosceptic sentiments 
manifest themselves as support for extreme right-wing and anti-EU parties, such as the Front 
National (FN). The FN is France’s most successful right-wing populist party that promotes 
values of sovereignty, nativism, and nationalism. The party portrays itself as a defender of 
French national interests to justify its contestation of EU membership.162  
Up until the 1992 Maastricht Treaty referendum in France the FN, that was then led by 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, did not care much for EU-level affairs. The party’s ambivalence toward 
Europe is demonstrated by its support for a common European currency and defence policy. It 
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was only after the marginal approval of the Maastricht Treaty by 51% of the French population 
that the FN realized they could capitalize on growing anti-EU sentiments. This was when the 
party began calls to restore French sovereignty from the hands of European policymakers by 
reducing mandatory cooperation among EU member states and forming smaller voluntary 
coalitions.163 With the influx of asylum seekers from the Middle East and Islamic terrorism 
affecting France deeply in the past decade, the FN’s strategy of capitalizing on anti-EU 
sentiments has allowed it to make significant electoral gains by operating between the nation’s 
“persistent fracture” between pro- and anti- EU voters.164 Marine Le Pen won 17.9% of votes in 
the 2012 Presidential Elections and 21.3% and 33.9% in the two rounds of the 2017 Presidential 
Elections. The rise of a leader whose campaign promised a French referendum within 6 months 
of her presidency made the French public fear Brexit because, as a founding member of the EU, 
France traditionally supports globalization and further Europeanization. The election of Le Pen 
would change this stance as well as undermine France’s identity as a pro-European nation.  
Additionally, French government officials also opposed a British referendum because it 
would jeopardize the Franco-British relationship that largely occurs within the context on the 
EU. The UK and France are both members of the European Single Market and Brexit implies the 
end of free movement of people, goods, and services between France and the UK. This poses 
huge practical problems for France because of the uncertainties associated with the future of its 
citizens. In 2016, an estimated 250,000 French citizens were residing in the UK and in January 
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2017, 157,000 British citizens were living in France.165 The number of people and businesses 
that would be placed in legal limbo until the UK finalized its exit deal with the EU made the 
prospect of Brexit unfavorable among the French. Furthermore, much of the state-level 
cooperation between France and the UK would also be put to question were the UK to leave the 
EU. A prime example of this cooperation is the Franco-British defence relationship which began 
in 1998 with the St. Malo Accord and led to the 1999 creation of a common EU defence 
policy.166 After the signing of the Lancaster House Treaties in 2010, the Franco-British defence 
cooperation became the most ambitious bilateral military relationship of any EU members.167 
With the UK’s potential departure from the bloc France will be the only major military power 
with nuclear capabilities and a permanent seat in the UN Security Council left in the EU. 
Without the UK’s guaranteed and continued future involvement, France would be left to lead 
European defence alone. This would be unpopular among a large percentage of the French public 
who already see the country as having to “do Europe’s dirty work” at the expense of their own 
sovereignty.168  
Thus, France had numerous reasons to fear the prospects of a British referendum. It did 
not want Brexit to set a precedent for leaving the EU nor anti-EU sentiments to be boosted at 
home. This was imperative because of the growing popularity of the Eurosceptic Front National 
whose leader, Marine Le Pen, was then a leading candidate for France’s presidency. Also, France 
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did not want its relationship with the UK to be ruptured because of the future uncertainties 
associated with British exit from the EU.    
Post-2016 Referendum–French Presidential elections:  
 The French government saw two possible changes in the nation’s attitude toward the EU 
because of Brexit: an escalation of Euroscepticism following in Britain’s footsteps, or increased 
support for the EU and integration from raised public awareness of what being in the EU actually 
means.169 In reality, despite the success of Brexit, Euroscepticism in France did not escalate. This 
is evident through the election of President Macron and the portrayal of Brexit in French 
newspapers. The victory of Macron’s liberal and pro-European party, La Republique en Marche, 
against Marine Le Pen’s FN in the 2017 Presidential elections demonstrates the majority of 
French citizens’ continued support for the EU “since they voted for a candidate who openly 
embraced France’s European identity.”170 Additionally, a study of center-right newspapers found 
that the French media largely portrayed Brexit as “an act of self-harm” by framing the post-
referendum discourse as us “Europeans” versus them “Brits.” 171 The same study also argues that 
increased communication about domestic Euroscepticism in France raised awareness of 
dissenting voices to the European project and ultimately promoted “further Europeanisation by 
helping to develop a European democratic public.”172 A survey by the Pew Research Center 
supports this argument as it found that the percentage of French citizens who have a favourable 
opinion of the EU increased from 38% in 2016 to 62% in 2018.173  
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The success of French pro-EU leaders is mirrored in 2016 Austrian presidential elections, 
which saw the rise of the pro-EU Green party under President Alexander Van der Bellen, and the 
2017 Dutch general elections where far-right parties were rejected by voters.174 These results 
suggest a surge in pro-EU sentiments across Europe after the Brexit referendum.175 This surge in 
favorable attitudes toward the EU in France and across Europe allowed the EU to maintain a 
hard and stubborn position in the Brexit negotiations. Despite having to compromise among 27 
members the EU has continued to remain united in its resolve to ensure minimal concessions to 
the UK and to safeguard the EU from unravelling. This is due to the understanding that 
compromising on EU principles or accepting British demands that could affect other member 
states will ultimately jeopardize the EU’s own future.176 The resolve of its members to maintain 
the EU’s stability is evident by the numerous extensions that have been granted to the Brexit 
deadline.177 Thus, public perceptions of the EU in France became more positive after the Brexit 
referendum. 
This newly ignited support for the EU can be explained through France’s perception of 
Brexit as one of several crises facing the continent.178 As argued by many scholars, Brexit is far 
from the only crisis France and the EU have faced in recent years.179 Since 2008, France has 
been affected by the Global Financial Crisis, the Eurozone crisis, refugee crisis, and rising 
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Euroscepticism. According to Oliver, Brexit qualifies as an EU crisis as this event was 
“dramatic, vivid, emotionally charged and carrying significant consequences.”180  
In France, the FN has a history of absorbing these crises into its existing Eurosceptic 
framework to increase the politicization of EU-level issues and augment voter pessimism in 
France. Thus, these crises also provide “a propitious context for Eurosceptic actors”181 to gain 
more political support. The FN’s efforts to take advantage of this propitious context is evident by 
its campaigns’ focus on EU-level issues that directly affect France and are most controversial 
among the French public. For example, in 2002 and 2007, its campaigns focused on immigration 
and security issues as the Schengen system of free movement of people was put under pressure 
because of the influx of migrants due to unrest in Turkey, the Middle East and Africa. Nativist 
arguments allowed the FN to portray these migrants as “destabilizers of France’s national 
ideology” and “a burden for France’s public finances and healthcare system.”182 The FN also 
framed the 2008 GFC and subsequent Eurozone crisis as arguments against the euro to mobilize 
even more anti-EU sentiment. Additionally, the party linked the 2015 terrorist attacks throughout 
France with the refugee crisis to make demands for the closure of French borders from the rest of 
Europe. The pinnacle of the FN’s Euroscepticism was marked by its “Brexit, now France” 
campaign launched after the Brexit referendum. Thus, Brexit was also a crisis to France because 
the referendum provided opportunity “for Eurosceptic contestation” of EU membership at 
home.183  
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Nevertheless, as Cini and Verdun argue, crises do not stop the creation of EU-level 
initiatives. In fact, crises can either make the EU more fragmented or more cohesive.184 The 
Eurozone crisis exemplifies this by creating new EU institutional initiatives, legislations, a new 
treaty and mechanisms to deal with sovereign debt crises. Thus, the Eurozone crisis allowed 
further EU integration by making the question of future relations among EU members a prime 
concern. In this light, Brexit also incited the resurrection of pro-EU sentiments in France by 
raising awareness of the meaning of EU membership. This notion is echoed by Rittelmeyer and 
Zuleeg who also believe that Brexit, coupled with European economic recovery and the electoral 
victories of pro-EU European parties in 2017, will allow the EU “to move in a direction the UK 
was unwilling to go.” Indeed, with the chaos that ensued Brexit and President Trump’s election, 
the French clearly begun to question whether this was the direction they wanted France to 
follow.   
 
Post-Presidential elections–2019 European Parliament elections: 
Brexit brought a pause to the rise of Euroscepticism in France during the 2017 
Presidential elections by raising public awareness of the benefits of EU membership and the 
difficulties of leaving the union. However, French nationalist and populist sentiments continue to 
grow amidst crises, such as the influx of asylum seekers, terrorism, and the perceived 
imperiousness of the EU’s elites, that affect the entire European continent. This is evident by 
how, despite her failure in the 2017 elections, Marine Le Pen maintained support by continuing 
to advocate the decentralization of power from the EU back to individual member states in the 
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May 2019 European Parliament elections.185 However, the narratives of Le Pen’s party and other 
right-wing European nationalists about EU membership have altered after seeing the negotiations 
over Brexit unfold.  
Since her failure in the 2017 Presidential elections and the beginning of the Brexit 
negotiations Le Pen’s discourse about the type of relationship France will have with the EU 
should her party come to power has changed. Instead of her previous calls for ‘Frexit,’ Le Pen’s 
newly rebranded Rassemblement Nationale (RN) promotes reforming France’s relation with the 
EU from within.186 This is reminiscent of the demands made by her father, Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
for a ‘Europe of Nations’ in the 1990s when anti-EU sentiments had been relatively low.187 This 
change shows how Le Pen has had to modify her narrative to adapt to the changing demands of 
the French public, who have now become aware of the complications and consequences of 
leaving the bloc. Although she continues to blame the EU for many of France’s problems, Le 
Pen abandoned her battle for a French referendum over EU leadership because, as she states, 
“The French people have shown that they remain attached to the single currency.” 188 This 
confirms that the majority of French citizens are not in favour of leaving the EU after seeing the 
political deadlocks and disarray that followed the British vote to leave.189 This notion is 
confirmed in a survey by the Kantar Centre on the Future of Europe. When asked “how would 
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you vote if there was a referendum on EU membership in your country?” 52% of the 1,000 
French adults surveyed voted remain and 24% voted to leave.  
Additionally, when questioned about the impact of a no-deal Brexit on the UK, 59% of 
French people surveyed believed it would have an ‘adverse’ effect. Interestingly, France was the 
most optimistic on this point in comparison to other countries surveyed. In the Netherlands, 
Ireland and Spain more than 70% thought a no-deal Brexit would impact the UK negatively and 
in Germany 82% of people thought this too. Thus, Brexit caused the idea of leaving the EU to 
become more unattractive to the public. It would have been impossible for Le Pen to continue 
selling Frexit as a way of reviving French power when it was clear across the channel that 
leaving the EU implied uncertainty and long-term economic decline.190 This explains why the 
RN’s manifesto now includes reforming the EU’s institutions from within.   
Marine Le Pen’s renewed narrative of the EU is also reflected by her new alliance in the 
EU Parliament, the Identity and Democracy Party (ID). This party gathers right-wing anti-EU 
leaders, including members of Italian Deputy Prime Minister Matteo Salvini’s Lega Nord and 
Germany’s Alternative for Germany (AfD). Nationalist party members from Austria, Finland, 
Denmark and Belgium are also represented. This party unites around the objectives of reviving 
national sovereignty, curbing immigration and halting the spread of Islam.191 It replaces Le Pen’s 
previous alliance, the Europe Alliance for Freedom (EAF), which was the smallest faction in the 
EU Parliament after the May 2014 elections and held 37 seats. In the May 2019 elections, the ID 
party gained 73 of the 751 seats and became the fifth-largest party in the newly elected 
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parliament.192 The gains made by the ID party in the 2019 EU Parliament elections underline the 
fact that anti-EU sentiments persist in France and across Europe. However, the meaning of “anti-
EU” has largely changed because of Brexit that has become a cautionary tale of chaos for leaving 
the EU.193 Today, instead of implying a departure from the union, the EU’s right-wing nationalist 
leaders seek flexibility, through the ability to pick which EU agreements they partake in, and a 
return to greater state control over national matters.   
 
 The impact of Brexit on French attitudes toward the EU have changed since the 2016 
Brexit referendum and the 2019 European Parliament elections. Prior to the 2016 referendum, 
Euroscepticism had been steadily rising in France in the form of the far-right Front National. The 
fear of Marine Le Pen winning the 2017 presidential elections and possibly carrying out ‘Frexit,’ 
following the precedent for leaving the EU created by Brexit, explains France’s unfavorable 
views of the referendum. However, despite the success of the Brexit referendum, French 
Euroscepticism was momentarily paused after the referendum and replaced by pro-EU 
sentiments. This was because Brexit raised public awareness of the benefits of EU membership 
and the understanding of Brexit as only one of many crises facing the bloc. Additionally, it was 
difficult to persuade the public to support France’s exit from the EU when the difficulties of 
trying to do so were clarified by Brexit. This explains Marine Le Pen’s loss to President Macron 
in 2017. Nevertheless, the election of Macron did not imply the end of anti-EU sentiments in 
France. Euroscepticism and French nationalism continue to influence the FN’s agenda, but at a 
more toned-down level. Instead of seeking France’s exit from the EU as it did after the 2016 
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referendum, the party now seeks to reform the EU from within. This changed narrative reflects 
the unpopularity of leaving the bloc among the French public who have witnessed themselves the 
consequences of this act.
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Chapter 5: The impact of Brexit on French security and defense 
 
This chapter investigates the impact of Brexit on French security and also the EU’s 
security and defense capacities. It first highlights how Brexit will negatively impact the EU’s 
overall defense capabilities but present two opportunities for France to strengthening its bilateral 
defense relationship with the UK as well as further defense cooperation among the remaining EU 
27. Then the chapter explores why the bilateral Anglo-French defense relationship is important 
and the challenges to deepening this relationship. Despite these challenges, the political will of 
both France and the UK have allowed the Anglo-French defense ties to remain strong. Next, the 
section examines the history of defense relationship between France and other EU members to 
explain why Franco-German cooperation is crucial after Brexit. It also gives proof that Germany 
is ready and willing to slowly take over the UK’s co-leadership of EU defense with France. 
Finally, the essay makes predictions about the future of European defense post-Brexit. It argues 
that there will be increased defense cooperation between France and the other remaining EU 
members, a deepening of the bilateral Anglo-French defense relationship and continued British 
contributions toward EU defense efforts. Thus, even though the security of Europe as a whole is 
weakened by the departure of the UK, France’s security and defense can benefit from this 
scenario. This is because France will continue to be an integral player in European defense while 
also developing stronger bilateral defense relations with Britain.  
 
Brexit negatively impacts EU defense capabilities but provides opportunities for France:   
Brexit will negatively affect the EU’s defense because the UK is the largest European 
defense spender and owns approximately 20% of the EU’s overall defense capabilities. The 
UK’s departure will mean the end to access of valuable assets such as Northwood operational 
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headquarters, which is one of five of the EU’s military headquarters, and British Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) technology. Although France also possesses its own ISR 
capabilities, the EU’s defense capabilities as a whole are reduced by Brexit. Hence, it will be 
much harder for the remaining EU27 to meet the ambitious plans it set in the 2016 EU Global 
Strategy and Implementation Plan on Security and Defense.194 Additionally, with the UK 
excluded from the Common Security and Defense Policy (CSDP), the remaining EU27 may 
struggle in the short term to replace the technical and military expertise given by this country to 
CSDP initiatives, such as the EU Military Committee (EUMC) and European Defense Fund 
(EDF).195 These expertise are difficult to replace in the short term and will cause the slowdown 
of progress within these initiatives. However, Brexit also provides two opportunities for France: 
the first is for the bilateral Anglo-French defense relationship to grow independently of the EU 
and the second is for further defense cooperation among the remaining EU27.  
 
The importance of the Anglo-French defense relationship: 
The Anglo-French defense relationship has a long history and dates back to the First 
World War. Increased cooperation between France and the UK in the security arena began as a 
result of common values and norms, such as individual freedom, liberty and equality. Although 
France and Britain do not always share perfectly aligned interests when it comes to security and 
defense, the maintenance and strengthening of an Anglo-French bilateral defense partnership are 
integral. It is in France’s interest because the UK makes up approximately a quarter of the EU’s 
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defense expenditure and 10% of its troops. Furthermore, British troops are highly trained and 
make up a high share of the EU’s deployable forces overseas. The high quality of British troops 
is indicated by the average spending of 155,000 euros per British soldier, which is more than the 
EU average of 133,000 euros.196 Along with France it is the only EU nation capable and willing 
to lead European, and non-NATO, military efforts abroad through the Combined Joint 
Expeditionary Force. Hence, it is very much in the interest of France to continue maintaining 
access to the UK’s defense and security capabilities on both a bilateral and European level. On 
the other hand, further Anglo-French defense cooperation is in the interest of the UK because 
although it has left the EU, it remains geographically in Europe.197 This means that any security 
threats against Europe will also threaten the UK. This can be seen with the migrant crisis that 
affects the UK despite being an island separated from mainland Europe.198 Thus, the UK must 
continue to contribute to EU defense because it affects its own security.   
The UK and France are the two biggest European military powers in NATO and account 
for over half of European defense budget and capabilities.199 The EU itself could only develop a 
shared defense policy because France and the UK agreed so at St. Malo in 1998.200 Their unique 
capacities and willingness to deploy European military forces abroad is demonstrated by their 
leadership of Europe’s intervention in Libya (2011) and in Syria (2018).201 They also share 
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important strategic interests in Europe and globally that are influenced by their special positions 
as nuclear-armed nations and permanent UN Security Council members.202 This is why France 
and the UK must continue their cooperation, especially as threats, including terrorism, climate 
change, and the migration crisis, facing the European continent increase.203 Both governments 
have already confirmed the need to maintain close defense ties between France and the UK. In a 
September 2017 UK government paper, London clarified its desire to continue contributing to 
EU military operations. In France, President Macron invited the UK to join his European 
Intervention Initiative, which would increase the ability of Europe to carry out military 
interventions overseas without help from the United States.204 Evidently both France and the UK 
understand the importance of their bilateral defense relationship and are taking steps to deepen 
this relationship. 
 
Deepening Anglo-French defense relations: challenges and achievements  
According to Dobbs, Brexit presents challenges to the deepening of Anglo-French defense 
relations for multiple reasons.205 First, Brexit could increase mistrust between France and the UK 
by emphasizing the image of the UK as a hindrance to EU integration and of France as an 
irritating hardline negotiator. Second, it threatens to overuse the political capital and human 
resources of both the French and British governments. As every governmental department 
becomes preoccupied with the departure procedures, Brexit could reduce engagement on 
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bilateral matters. Third, Brexit could set France and the UK off in different directions in regard 
to their defense policies if one nation prioritizes EU cooperation while the other prioritizes 
NATO cooperation. And finally, as the UK is no longer attends EU-level discussions, Brexit 
means French ministers and diplomats are “significantly less networked” with those of the 
British.206 
Fortunately, despite the challenges to Anglo-French cooperation caused by Brexit there 
remains consistent political will from both nations to continue coordinating their defense 
capabilities. On the French side, this is evident by the reactions of the French Ministry of 
Defense (MOD) to the 2016 Brexit referendum.207 The MOD’s narrative post-Brexit emphasized 
the unique status of the UK and France as the only two countries willing and capable to maintain 
a European defense policy and to use military force abroad. It also focused on the importance of 
the Anglo-French bilateral defense partnership. These points were made clear by French Defense 
Minister, Jean-Yves Le Drian, who said in a July 2016 press conference that the Anglo-French 
partnership “will continue to exist,” given the desire from both parties to cooperate further.208 
The UK also shares France’s desires to continue Anglo-French defense and security cooperation 
post-Brexit. In the July 2018 Chequers Agreement, which elaborates the future relationship 
between the United Kingdom and the European Union, then Prime Minister Theresa May called 
for “a tailored partnership” on foreign policy and defense with the EU.209 This would take the 
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form of continued British military involvement in EU defense initiatives on a case-by-case basis 
in order to uphold the sovereignties of both parties. This declaration shows the UK’s awareness 
of the need to remain involved in European defense but also maintain the sovereignty and 
independence from the EU that it received after Brexit. Additionally, in the November 2018 
Political declaration setting out the framework for the future relationship between the United 
Kingdom and the European Union, the British government stated its wish to “establish a broad, 
comprehensive, and balanced security partnership” with the EU that includes an “ambitious, 
close and lasting cooperation on external action.”210 The narratives of both the French and 
British governments regarding cooperation in EU defense has remained hopeful and positive 
throughout the Brexit procedures. This political will to further their defense ties is what explains 
the success of their efforts despite the challenges that Brexit presents.  
Both the UK and France’s desires for a stronger defense relationship are already manifested 
in legislation. In 2010, the two nations signed the Lancaster House Treaties. The first of these 
treaties is a defense and security agreement that promises cooperation in the form of joint 
training exercises, work on military doctrine, exchange programs for military personnel, access 
to each other’s defense markets, and resource pooling for military operations. The second treaty 
increases Anglo-French cooperation on nuclear and radiological counterterrorism efforts, 
regulations on nuclear weapons and by building a joint radiographic and hydrodynamics 
facility.211 The Lancaster House Treaties demonstrate how the bilateral Anglo-French defense 
relationship was growing closer as the UK simultaneously distanced itself from the EU. More 
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importantly, these treaties have also created concrete results that emphasize the political will of 
France and the UK to continue their defense partnership. For example, the creation of a 
Combined Joint Expeditionary Force with air, sea and land capabilities allows the deployment of 
French and British personnel in bilateral, EU, NATO or UN-led operations.212  
In the period after the Lancaster Treaties, evidence of deepening defense cooperation 
between France and the UK is seen in their leadership of the 2011 NATO-led military 
intervention in Libya and the UK’s sharing of intelligence capabilities during France’s military 
operations in Mali (2012) and the Central Africa Republic (2013).213 A number of other 
developments between the two nations are also indicative of a deepening defense relations. For 
example, in 2012 the UK and France announced a combat drone development program and more 
personnel who would be involved in the exchange program. And in 2015 they signed an 
agreement to join their missile industries via the multinational company MBDA and to develop a 
future Cruise/Anti-Ship weapon together.214 Even in the aftermath of the 2016 referendum, 
Anglo-French defense cooperation continued to deepen. In November 2016, London and Paris 
announced plans to deepen their dependence on one another’s missile technologies.215 And in 
January 2018 during the 35th Franco-British summit, the two countries affirmed how “in an 
increasingly unstable world this strong and enduring partnership between two great nations is 
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more important than ever.” These actions confirm Brexit did not prevent bilateral cooperation 
from deepening.216  
Nevertheless, the development of Franco-British defense ties has stalled since the 2016 
Brexit referendum. On the one hand, this is due to uncertainties about the future of British 
involvements in EU initiatives.217 The ongoing departure process has led to a halt in growing 
Anglo-French defense cooperation because many aspects of this negotiation, such as the sharing 
of military personnel and equipment, can only happen after the UK departs the bloc. On the other 
hand, this pause can also be seen as a spillover of France’s hard stance in the Brexit negotiations. 
Indeed, although France and the UK continue to maintain their existing defense relationship, the 
day-to-day working relations of those in the French and British defense industries are strained 
because of the tense and ongoing negotiations between their governments.218 This situation 
highlights the urgent need for a mutually beneficial exit deal that appeases the British and EU 
governments for bilateral defense partnerships, in particular that between the UK and France, to 
resume.  
 
France-EU defense relations post-Brexit: why cooperation with Germany is now necessary   
 The continuation of defense cooperation between France and the EU post-Brexit is 
important because of Europe’s identity as the defender of a liberal international order and the 
difficulty of successful European military intervention abroad without it. Lehne argues that since 
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the peak of this EU-led liberal international order in the early 2000s, efforts to integrate its 
members’ foreign and security policies were outpaced by the breakdown of the international 
security environment.219 Europe’s security environment was disrupted by an assertive Russia that 
led the EU into geopolitical competition, a Turkey that is moving away from its European 
orientation, turmoil in the Middle East and North Africa that has caused mass migration into the 
EU, and now Brexit. These changes are not fleeting. Instead, they reflect a global trend which the 
EU is slow to react to. This is the reason why the EU today appears as “a besieged postmodern 
island in a world ruled by realpolitik.”220 This notion is exemplified by the European 
Neighborhood Policy that started as an initiative to transform neighboring countries into 
democratic market economies that would eventually gain benefits of special relationships with 
the EU. However, this goal has been reduced to only a few advanced countries such as Ukraine, 
Georgia and Tunisia.221 The European Neighborhood Policy is just one example of how the EU 
is no longer the vanguard of a liberal order it once was. It underlines how, instead of trying to 
influence neighbors with its ideas, the EU now worries about the influence that its neighbors’ 
ideas could have on itself.222 This ending of the global liberal order, demonstrated further by the 
election of President Trump, means it is more important than ever for Europe to be prepared to 
act militarily independently without the help of the U.S. This emphasizes the need for continued 
European defense coordination.  
 France and the EU must also continue defense cooperation because without it, European 
intervention abroad can easily go awry. An example of this is seen in the EU’s 2011 military 
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intervention in Libya where certain EU actors, namely France and the UK, pushed for the 
takedown of Muammar Qaddafi. However, the EU proved unable to deal with the post-
revolutionary chaos that ensued. Instead, the EU soon began to prioritize its defense efforts on 
stopping Libyan migrants from entering Italy.223 This failure underlines the need for cooperation 
on the EU’s defense and security especially when deployed abroad. Finally, France must 
continue to increase cooperation of EU defense because it is vital for Europe’s security. In the 
current age of “great power competition” the EU faces growing strategic and negotiating 
challenges from China, Russia, and an increasingly unpredictable United States.224 This means 
that only by acting together as a united Europe can any EU member state, including France, hope 
to maintain influence in the global arena.   
After Brexit, the UK will no longer play the same leading role in EU defense. The question 
for the EU is which nation will assume the position left by the UK.225 Despite the end of the 
UK’s ‘dissenting voice’ in EU decision making, it will not be easy for the remaining EU27 to 
reach agreements on defense and security issues.226 This is because differing opinions, 
particularly in regard to defense economics and migration, continue to exist among the EU27. 
This is why the improvement of the Franco-German defense relationship is vitally important. It 
can facilitate the reconciliation of varying strategic cultures and diverging interests between 
Germany and France, and lead to more productive developments in EU defense.  
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 After World War II, Germany was demilitarized and became sensitive about the crimes 
committed by the Nazis as well as the devastation caused to millions of civilians.227 Due to this 
history, the German public remains reluctant to use military force abroad.228 Despite this, it 
deployed forces to Afghanistan in 2001, Mali in 2013 and in 2015 against the Islamic State in 
Iraq. Biscop argues that two decades ago these types of overseas military interventions would 
“have been unimaginable” and serves as evidence of the return of public willingness to use its 
forces abroad.229 Additionally, a July 2016 Eurobarometer polling of citizens from the EU27 
found almost three-quarters of Europeans agree with a common security and defense policy. 
About two-thirds agree with a common foreign policy. These levels are similar among all 
member states.230 This polling underlines how the European public, including Germany, support 
a common European defense policy.  
  Not only is Germany’s public ready to support greater EU defense cooperation, 
Germany’s leader Angela Merkel has also show readiness for greater coordination of European 
defense and foreign policy. Merkel has been German Chancellor since 2005 and her re-election 
in March 2018 along with the 2017 election of President Macron in France have re-energized the 
Franco-German defense relationship.231 In October 2017, Merkel stated the “biggest challenge 
facing the EU in the coming years will be to forge a coherent foreign policy.”232 This statement 
demonstrates Germany’s willingness to prioritize the defense and security of the EU and 
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participate in strengthening ties among members. Furthermore, in his speech at the Sorbonne 
University in September 2017, Macron began calls for a renewal of the Elysée Treaty.233 This 
treaty was a bilateral agreement signed in 1963 under President Charles de Gaulle and 
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer. It ended decades of conflicts and rivalries and marked the 
beginning of Franco-German rapprochement.  
In January 2019, the Elysée Treaty was renewed by the signing of the Aachen Treaty by 
President Macron and Chancellor Merkel. This treaty, among other things, promises regular 
meetings between French and German senior military officers, coordination of foreign policy 
and increased cooperation in military operations. The signing of the Aachen Treaty demonstrates 
the rejuvenation of the Franco-German defense relationship, which in past decades has not seen 
the same growth as the Anglo-French defense relationship. More importantly, this treaty 
highlights both the German government’s willingness to contribute more to European defense 
efforts as well as the French government’s acceptance of this role.  
Despite this progress, a leadership challenge from Germany remains a potential obstacle 
to French security and defense benefitting from Brexit. As Germany is one of the leaders of 
European defense along with France, the UK’s departure will leave a power vacuum in decision 
making that remaining EU member states, like Germany, can fill. Unfortunately, there are some 
major differences in the strategic cultures of Berlin and Paris. For instance, France possesses 
nuclear capabilities and is a permanent member of the UN Security Council. According to 
Keohane, this makes France feel a unique responsibility over global security and is willing and 
ready to act unilaterally.234 On the other hand, Germany’s track record shows its reluctance to 
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use military force abroad and its willingness to act only in ad hoc coalitions. Additionally, 
Germany perceives the goal of EU defense policy as greater political integration while France 
desires an actual strengthening of defense coordination among EU member states. These 
differences in defense culture is why Keohane thinks it will be even more challenging for France 
and Germany to develop and agree on a more active EU defense policy.235  
 
Evidence of successful Franco-German defense leadership  
Historically the UK has, unlike France, been against further European integration and has 
blocked proposals that would deepen the coordination of European defense. For instance, the UK 
has always disliked any talk of an EU military headquarters and repeatedly blocked increases in 
the budget and mandates of the European Defense Agency (EDA). This has inevitably 
disallowed the agency from achieving hard defense.236 With Britain, the second largest 
contributor to the CSDP, and its veto power excluded from EU decision making, “a major 
impediment to deeper defense cooperation” will disappear.237 This means there may no longer be 
sufficient votes from the remaining EU27 to counter the pro-integration initiatives led by France 
and Germany. Evidence of successful Franco-German defense leadership can be seen in their 
proposals to begin structural integration of defense in core groups through the creation of 
Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) in 2018. PESCO facilitates joint financing for EU 
military operations and allows more capable EU members to coordinate on more ambitious 
projects.238 This agreement and the EU Commission’s readiness to fund projects that develop 
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defense capabilities through the European Defense Fund (EDF) demonstrate the EU’s readiness 
to follow in the footsteps of deeper Franco-German defense cooperation and leadership.   
 
The future of French defense  
 As a continuing leader of EU defense and security post-Brexit, the future of France is 
characterized by deepening Anglo-French cooperation and increasing European defense 
cooperation. The earlier exploration of growing Anglo-French defense cooperation after the 
signing of the Lancaster House Treaties and the declarations made by both governments after the 
2016 Brexit referendum demonstrate the political will of both nations to continue in this 
direction. Unfortunately, the strengthening of Anglo-French defense relationship has stalled in 
the aftermath of the Brexit referendum. Thus, only after the UK’s final departure from the bloc 
can we see whether the promises made by the French and British governments manifest into 
stronger bilateral defense ties.  
Additionally, France must be ready to lead the increase of defense cooperation among the 
remaining EU27 because without this, Europe would become much less able to cope with the 
array of security challenges it faces. This cooperation is vital because, as Keohane points out, 
most EU military operations to counter pirates, terrorists, and people smugglers (among other 
tasks) occur outside of the EU’s territory and require contributions from numerous EU member 
states.239 Thus, deeper coordination of European security and defense is in everyone’s best 
national security interests and needs to occur for the safety of Europe.  
Finally, taking aside its special bilateral relationship with the EU, France’s defense and 
security within the scope of the EU will continue to receive contributions from the UK. This is 
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because it is in the interests of both the EU and UK for the UK to continue contributing to 
European defense capabilities and projects. For example, the EU has an arrangement for non-EU 
members to participate in CSDP operations that has been used by several Asian and South 
American countries to contribute to the EU’s anti-piracy Atalanta operation.240 However, the UK 
finds this arrangement insufficient because, although it allows non-EU states to contribute to an 
operation, it does not permit them to be involved in the decision making. Nevertheless, if London 
desires special treatment then it must offer something back to the EU. Biscop suggests the 
continued use of the EU’s operational headquarters in Northwood post-Brexit. He asserts that 
only if the UK promises “permanent concrete contributions” will the EU consider allowing it in 
the relevant EU committees.241  
Hence, due to the nature of European security in an increasingly volatile world and the need 
for the UK to continue contributing to these efforts, on balance France’s own security is not 
necessarily impacted negatively by Brexit. Although the security of Europe as a whole is 
weakened by the departure of the UK, France’s individual security and defense will also benefit. 
This is because France will continue to be an integral player in European defense, retaining 
access to many of the UK’s military capabilities via the EU, while also continuing to strengthen 
bilateral defense relations with the UK outside of the EU.   
 
  
  Although the EU’s overall defense capabilities are reduced because of Brexit, France’s 
defense may actually gain from the UK’s departure. This is due to the opportunities Brexit 
presents for France to strengthen its bilateral defense relationship with the UK as well as lead the 
increase of defense cooperation among the EU 27. France has maintained a hard stance in the 
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Brexit negotiations and, along with the other members of the EU, emphasized the need for the 
UK to be all in or all out of the UK. However, this hard stance does not appear to extend into the 
area of defense and security. In fact, both France and the UK understood, even before the 2016 
referendum, that defense was an area that needed continued cooperation for the safety of Europe. 
The political will of both these countries explains why despite the challenges to deepening the 
Anglo-French defense relationship, there is much evidence of successful progress in this regard. 
Additionally, after Brexit France will continue its leadership role of EU defense. However, it will 
lose the UK as a key negotiating partner. The UK’s leadership is likely to be replaced by 
Germany whose public and leadership are ready to take on the role of co-leading EU defense 
with France. Like the strengthening of the Anglo-French bilateral defense relationship, there is 
also evidence to support the feasibility of Franco-German leadership of EU defense. This means 
that despite the potential challenges faced by France and Germany because of differing strategic 
cultures, successful Franco-German leadership of EU defense is possible. In future, because of 
Brexit France’s defense will be strengthened through deepening Anglo-French bilateral 
cooperation, increased cooperation among the remaining EU27, and continued access to British 
defense resources via the EU. Therefore, Brexit provides France with opportunities to secure 
gains in the area of security and defense.
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Chapter 6: The impact of Brexit on free movement of people between France and the UK 
 
The right to freedom of movement facilitates the frictionless movement of goods, services, 
capital and labor within the EU. These freedoms have allowed the markets of EU member states 
to function as one in the European Single Market. However, liberal values such as equal rights 
and individual freedoms underpinning the freedom of movement have been contested in the UK 
and France, as well as other European nations, since the early 2010s.242 This is because these EU 
freedoms can sometimes challenge the ideas of national sovereignty and national identity as 
member states must give up some of their decision making powers when joining the EU. Also, 
arguments over the abuse of welfare benefits by EU citizens, who behave like “welfare tourists,” 
have led to an increase in support of social protectionism across the continent.243 In the UK, the 
desire to regain national sovereignty over migration and border control contributed to the success 
of the 2016 Brexit referendum. And in France the nation’s limited ability to deal with problems, 
such as the influx of migrants and border control, has led to growing public dissatisfaction with 
EU membership.   
This chapter explores how Brexit will impact free movement of people in France and the UK. 
First, it explores what the end of free movement of people could spell for the citizens of these 
countries. It looks at the impact of Brexit in case of a deal and no-deal situation. Then, the 
chapter presents an analysis of the UK’s and France’s present schemes for citizens to remain in 
their current countries of residence post-Brexit. This is to underline how, in either the case of a 
deal or no-deal Brexit, the future movement of French and British citizens into one another’s 
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countries will be more difficult. In light of this, the French government has already begun 
initiatives to capitalize on the potential end of free movement with the UK, such as through the 
“Join the Game” campaign. The success of this campaign and its benefits for the French 
videogame industry demonstrate how certain French industries can gain from the end of free 
movement. Additionally, France can also benefit from Brexit because it may mark an end to 
London’s position as Europe’s financial center. Cities like Paris, Frankfurt and Amsterdam are 
prime destinations for the relocation of finance firms currently in the UK. However, the benefits 
of relocation for France can only go so far because there is limited housing and public 
infrastructure in Paris. Hence, the French government must take care of balancing the relocation 
of expatriates from the UK and the displacement of lower-income residents in Paris. Finally, the 
end of free movement will also impact undocumented people in France and the UK. Brexit 
means that the two countries need to renegotiate the existing agreements on how they are to deal 
with this group of people.   
 
Debates on the movement of people:  
The free movement of people is a fundamental principle of the EU as enshrined in the Treaty 
on the Functioning of the European Union.244 This freedom has allowed Europeans to easily 
work and reside in other EU countries. Brexit may mean, at least in the short run, an end to these 
privileges for French and British citizens. This may create job losses as the approximately 
300,000 French citizens living in the UK and the 157,000 British citizens living in France who 
fail to attain work permits return to their countries.245 Repatriation would create uneven job 
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losses as there almost double the number of French expatriates in the UK than vice versa. Also, 
in 2017, France was the largest beneficiary of remittances from the UK and sent home over $1.8 
billion that year. 246 In the event of a no-deal Brexit, up to 141,230 French citizens are predicted 
to lose their jobs. And in the event that the UK remains in the Single Market, up to 34,500 
French citizens could still lose their jobs.247 In either case, both France and the UK will still lose 
jobs in the immediate aftermath of the UK’s departure due to logistical problems that require 
time to correct. 
 There have been no formal agreements between the UK and EU on how to safeguard the 
individual rights of their citizens after the UK’s departure. The British government has called for 
freedom of movement of people to be maintained on a European level even if the UK’s exit deal 
is rejected as an entirety. However, the EU has rejected these demands for the practical reason 
that the deal and freedom of movement cannot be separated.248 Also, in case of a no-deal 
scenario, it should be the responsibility of individual nations to decide how they wish to treat 
British citizens living within their borders. Awareness of the potential problems caused by the 
end of free movement of people helps explain why May’s government published the Policy 
Paper on Citizens’ Rights in December 2018. This paper seeks to “remove any ambiguity” over 
the legal status of EU citizens residing in the UK regardless of what deal the UK leaves the EU 
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with or without.249 The paper states that EU citizens and their families are permitted to stay in the 
UK and have access to “work, study, benefits and services.” Even in the case of a no deal, the 
UK will still implement its Settlement Scheme for EU Nationals, which mandates a 5-year 
residency before allowing EU citizens to acquire “settled” status in the UK.   
May’s government also suggested phasing out free movement instead of ending it 
immediately post-Brexit. However, on 19 August, the UK Home Office under Prime Minister 
Johnson published in a statement that the UK would be “leaving the EU on 31 October come 
what may. This means that freedom of movement as it currently stands was meant to end on 31 
October with the previous exit deadline.”250 This announcement shocked the more than 3 million 
EU residents in the UK who worried about the government’s ability to correctly distinguish 
between new arrivals and those already residents of the UK. Despite the British government’s 
assurances that these people would be welcome in the UK, analysts believe that there was 
enough public discontent with the announcement that the government could face legal challenges 
from EU citizens who currently live in the UK.251 Hence, the British government renounced 
these plans the following month and has now re-assured the European public that the end of 
freedom of movement of people will be a phased process. In addition, Johnson’s government has 
also pledged to cover the healthcare costs of over 180,000 British nationals living in the EU for 
six months should the UK leave without a deal.252 Nevertheless, the government has also 
confirmed that new arrivals into the UK from the EU post-Brexit will not be granted right to 
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permanent residence immediately. This confirms that in either case of deal or no-deal Brexit, the 
future movement of French citizens in and out of the UK will be made more difficult.  
 
The UK and France’s Settlement Schemes 
 
To manage EU citizens post-Brexit, the British government has implemented the EU 
Settlement Scheme.253 This scheme allows EU, EEA and Swiss citizens and their families to 
apply for approval to continue living in the UK after 30 June 2021. Applicants who are 
successful will be granted either “pre-settled” or “settled” status depending on the number of 
years they have resided in the UK. Despite the convenience of this plan, citizens’ rights activists 
have doubts over the possibility of its execution.254 More precisely, these activists claim that the 
process of applying for settle status is slow and complicated. Furthermore, EU citizens who fail 
to apply for the scheme before its June 2021 deadline will have problems re-entering the UK if 
they leave the country because they technically are no longer entitled to the same rights and 
freedoms as British citizens.255 Hence the EU Settlement Scheme leaves those EU citizens 
hoping to relocate to the UK after June 2021 in legal limbo.   
Similarly, the French government also created a new website to process applications for UK 
citizens to receive cartes de séjour, or residence permits, after Brexit. The government has begun 
collecting applications but will not begin processing them until after Brexit. If the UK leaves the 
EU with a deal, applications will continue being processed throughout the transition period. And 
in the case of a no-deal Brexit, British citizens living in France must apply for a residence permit 
 
253 “Stay in the UK after it leaves the EU (settled status),” Her Majesty’s Government, accessed on 10 
December, 2019, https://www.gov.uk/eusettledstatus. 
254 Rebecca Staudenmaier, “Brexit: UK to end EU freedom of movement immediately in no-deal 
scenario.”  
255 Rebecca Staudenmaier, “Brexit: UK to end EU freedom of movement immediately in no-deal 
scenario.” 
 
95 
within 6 months of the UK’s departure.256 The creation of the EU Settlement Scheme in the UK 
and the renewed online process of acquiring a residence permit in France demonstrate these 
governments’ preparedness to deal with the end of free movement of people post-Brexit. On top 
of this, it is evident that regardless of what type of deal the UK leaves with, the movement of 
French people into the UK and vice versa will be made more complicated.  
 
Capturing the benefits of Brexit: France’s Join the Game campaign 
 
French government officials have tried to capitalize on the future uncertainty that Brexit 
brings to highly skilled EU citizens in the UK by putting in place measures to attract this group 
of people to relocate to France. Since his election in 2017, Macron’s government has slashed the 
nation’s wealth tax for its top income earners and has begun opening international schools in 
Paris for expatriate children.257 The government has also started initiatives, such as the Join the 
Game campaign to attract UK-based tech companies to set up in France. 258 France has one of the 
largest videogaming industries in the world with companies like Ubisoft, Gameloft, Arkane 
Studios and Bigben Interactive based in the country. In 2018, the total revenue of the 
videogames industry in France was $5.5 billion.259 According to the French Directorate General 
for Enterprise, which is charging the Join the Game campaign, the videogaming industry is 
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France’s second largest cultural industry behind literature. It provides more than 5,000 jobs and 
is one sector of the French economy with great potential for growth.260  
France’s history as a leader in the videogaming industry means that Brexit presents its 
government with the opportunity to attract new companies and computer scientists. The Join the 
Game campaign promotes many benefits for qualifying UK tech companies to relocate to France. 
Such benefits include equity loan schemes that provide up to $2.25 million in equity and 
corporate tax breaks of up to 30% of production expenses (up to a maximum of $6.7 million). 
The French government has even set up a Video Games Support Fund (FAJV) that covers up to 
50% of the budget to develop certain high-tech games.261 Evidently, there are gains to be made if 
the French government can get videogame companies in the UK to relocate to France. A March 
2017 survey by the Association for UK Interactive Entertainment (UKIE) showed that 57% of 
gaming companies in the UK employ EU citizens. Additionally, these EU citizens represent one-
third of videogame industry workers in the UK. The survey also showed that over 40% of these 
companies were considering moving out of the UK.262 Hence, France’s Join the Game campaign 
and the potential economic gains it could bring through employing highly skilled workers 
currently in the UK confirm that the French government can capitalize on the uncertainty 
regarding freedom of movement of people caused by Brexit.  
 
Paris: Europe’s new financial center?  
 
 
260 Alex Hern, “France makes a post-Brexit grab for UK’s game developers,” The Guardian (3 July 
2019), https://www.theguardian.com/games/2019/jul/03/france-makes-a-post-brexit-grab-for-uks-
game-developers. 
261 “Join the Game campaign,” The Directorate General for Enterprise (DGE) of France, accessed 10 
December, 2019, https://jointhegame.fr/.  
262 Jordan Erica Webber, “UK games industry: 40% of companies considering relocating after Brexit,” 
The Guardian (30 March 2017), https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/mar/30/uk-games-
companies-leaving-brexit-vote-eu-workers. 
 
97 
London’s development into one of the world’s largest financial capital three decades ago has 
made the city integral to the functioning of Europe’s financial system. Each day trillions of 
dollars worth of currency and derivatives are traded in London’s financial district. In 2017, the 
UK accounted for 74% of interest rate derivatives and 78% of foreign exchange trading in 
Europe.263 And in 2018, the UK’s financial services industry accounted for over 11% of all taxes 
paid in the country.264 The UK’s departure from the EU will mark the end of the unfettered 
access to EU markets and infrastructure in the financial services sector in the UK.265 Regardless 
of a deal or no-deal Brexit, the UK’s exclusion from the EU will make financial activities 
between the two entities more burdensome.  
Similar to its efforts to attract skilled videogame developers from the UK, the French 
government has also tried to attract skilled workers in the financial services industry to relocate 
from the. After the 2016 Brexit referendum, the main lobbying arm of the French financial 
services sector, Paris Europlace, released a report comparing Paris, Amsterdam, and Frankfurt as 
potential financial centers to replace London. Unsurprisingly, the report concluded that Paris is 
the most attractive and ideal location for a new European financial center.266 French firms like 
PNB Paribas, Société Générale and Crédit Agricole are moving over 500 employees back from 
London to Paris. The Bank of America Merrill Lynch is also spending over $400 million to 
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relocate its staff and headquarters from London to Paris.267 The bank announced the merging of 
its subsidiaries in Ireland and UK as well as the transfer of 125 jobs from London to Dublin, 
demonstrating its resolve to reduce financial activities and dependency on the UK. Additionally, 
a survey by the commercial bank Helaba found that 9 firms in the UK have confirmed their 
relocations to Paris.268 So, France can create more jobs after Brexit if its gains from relocation 
outweigh its losses from layoffs and unemployment.  
However, Paris is not the only city financial firms in the UK can relocate to. Frankfurt is also 
a strategic location for these firms to move to because of its proximity to the European Central 
Bank. Furthermore, Frankfurt already houses over 150 international banks and has ranks 8th on 
the International Financial Centers Development Index.269 Germany’s government has also tried 
to entice UK-based firms to move to Frankfurt with a “Fall in love with Frankfurt” campaign.270 
Germany’s campaign has led to the relocation of dozens of investment bankers from the 
American firms Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan Chase and Citigroup to Frankfurt. Together with the 
Swiss firm UBS, these banks have plans to move over $280 billion worth of assets from London 
to Frankfurt in the next year. The earlier mentioned survey by commercial bank Helaba counted 
25 financial institutions moving to Frankfurt.271  
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The Netherlands, too, have successfully attracted almost 100 companies to relocate from the 
UK. In August 2019, the Netherlands Foreign Investment Agency announced that another 325 
companies, particularly in the finance, information technology, media, life sciences and health 
industries, were considering moving to the Netherlands as a result of Brexit.272 Among these 
companies include the Japanese tech firms Panasonic and Sony.273 The campaigns and programs 
led by France, Germany, the Netherlands and several other cities in Europe demonstrate these 
governments’ awareness of potential gains in the financial sector after Brexit. Indeed, as the end 
of freedom of movement means the UK can no longer serve as Europe’s financial center, cities 
like Paris are stepping up to entice those working in this sector in the UK to relocate. This shows 
how the French government is already acting to reap the advantages of the future end of free 
movement with the UK.    
Additionally, according to Peihani, the free movement of financial services has 2 dimensions: 
freedom to provide services and freedom of establishment.274 These rights date back to the 
founding of the EU and the Treaty of Rome (1957) and are facilitated through the bloc’s 
passporting regime. Passporting refers to a financial regime in which firms authorized to conduct 
financial activities in one EU member state are allowed to provide cross-border services or 
establish branches in other member states.275 These rights have allowed EU financial institutions, 
the majority with bases in the UK, to offer a wide range of financial services with few 
 
272 Anthony Deutsch and Toby Chopra, “Nearly 100 companies move to Netherlands ahead of Brexit – 
Dutch agency,” Thomson Reuters (26 August 2019), https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-eu-
netherlands/nearly-100-companies-move-to-netherlands-ahead-of-brexit-dutch-agency-
idUSKCN1VG0GH. 
273 Joe Sommerland and Ben Chapman, “Which companies are leaving UK, downsizing or cutting jobs 
ahead of Brexit?” 
274 Maziar Peihani, “Brexit and financial services: navigating through the complexity of exit scenarios,” 
90. 
275 Allison McCann, Milan Schreuer and Amis Tsang, “Where Europe would be hurt most by a no-deal 
Brexit.” 
 
100 
constraints. For instance, British banks have a key role in lending across the EU. Hence, Brexit 
means that borrowing loans from such banks could become costlier and therefore more limited 
because it will be more expensive to route through the UK without passporting abilities.276 
Unfortunately, it is hard to calculate the precise economic costs of losing these rights due to the 
difficulty of isolating the many products and services traded between the two nations. The reason 
for this is that the uncertainty about how Brexit will proceed makes it difficult to quantify its 
impact on these different products and services. Nevertheless, it remains clear that the potential 
end of passporting rights will negatively impact the UK’s and France’s financial services by 
limiting the financial activities one country can perform in the other.  
 
The Parisian real estate market  
The Paris real estate sector, specifically luxury real estate, also stands to gain from Brexit. 
This sector saw slow growth between 2012 and 2017 under then President François Hollande. 
The super-tax of 75% on earnings over 1 million euros that Hollande imposed during his 
presidency drove away high earners from Paris and created an oversupply of luxury real 
estate.277 However, President Macron’s election in 2017 marked a turnaround for Paris’ luxury 
real estate market.278 Previously, French residents had to pay taxes on all assets valued over 1.3 
million euros, including on items such as cars, jewelry and financial investments.279 In October 
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2017, Macron changed France’s existing wealth tax to apply exclusively to property starting in 
2018. Macron’s tax reform has attracted an increasing number of high-earning French expatriates 
to return to France. This is especially true in the period after the 2016 Brexit referendum. Knight 
Frank found that the price of prime properties in Paris had risen 17.5% from the end of 2016 to 
the third quarter of 2018.280 
The recovery of real estate prices in Paris and the appeal of Macron’s tax reforms to high-
income earners could bring more benefits to Paris’ real estate market. In tandem with Brexit, thse 
factors have led to an increasing number of French nationals returning to France from abroad. In 
2018, Daniel Féau Auteuil, a French luxury realty company, recorded that, for sales between 2 
and 4 million euros, 59% of its buyers who identified as non-French residents were French 
citizens. For sales above 4 million euros, 43% of non-resident buyers were actually French 
citizens.281 The high number of French real estate buyers who do not currently reside in France is 
evidence of the growing number of French citizens returning to France. Thus, the high-end real 
estate market in Paris is likely to see growth with the return of French expatriates from  
Additionally, Macron’s policies have also attracted relocations of British citizens to France. 
Since the 2016 referendum, a growing number of British citizens have moved out of the UK for 
reasons such as job relocation or to acquire EU citizenship. In 2019, an estimated 84,000 British 
citizens moved to France and other EU countries compared to 59,000 people in 2008.282 
Following this trend, there has also been growth in the number of British nationals purchasing 
properties and relocating to Paris from the UK. Some of these Brits relocate because they 
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anticipate a sharp fall of the bound against the euro after the UK’s exit while others simply wish 
to escape the uncertainty of EU membership. Regardless of their reasons Paris, and France more 
generally, has become the favorite destination for British citizens leaving the UK because of 
Brexit.283 This is evident by data collected by Home Hunts, a French property agency which 
finds properties for affluent international clients, which received 342 inquiries from British 
clients for Parisian homes in the first half of 2018 in comparison to the 165 it received in the first 
half of 2017.284 Additionally, real estate in Paris appeals to high-income earners from London 
because it is comparatively more affordable. Prime property prices in Paris are about 19,000 
euros per square meter compared to 28,000 euros in London.285 Thus, the real estate sector in 
Paris could benefit from rising prices and increased demand as more people relocate from the 
UK.  
Cities like Amsterdam, Frankfurt and Paris that are trying to attract businesses and 
employees to relocate after Brexit have taken measures to ensure the ability of their own 
financial institutions and public infrastructure to bear their influx. This is evident, for example, 
by the expansion of the Paris metro system to cover a greater area around the city to prepare for a 
sudden rise in its number of users should Brexit cause the repatriation of French citizens from the 
UK.286 In Frankfurt, too, the local government has tried to accommodate new residents by 
constructing housing to accommodate up to 30,000 people. However, the investment 
management company Jones Lang LaSalle predicts housing prices could still rise by 10.7% 
because the influx of new residents is disproportionately made up of financiers and other high-
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income earners.287 Similarly, Paris’ construction of 7 new skyscrapers in the La Défense business 
district to accommodate people moving from the UK will likely not stop the displacement of 
some low and middle-income people into the city’s banlieues or suburbs.288 The problems faced 
by many banlieues, such as high crime rates and unemployment, have led the French media to 
demonize them for decades. Some banlieues, like the 93, are portrayed as “breeding grounds” for 
criminals and radical Islam.289 The increasing numbers of low and middle-income people forced 
into Paris’ banlieues due to the city’s unaffordable property prices could exacerbate the existing 
divisions between the residents of the city and its suburbs.290  
As mentioned, one of the downsides of the relocations to Paris and elsewhere caused by 
Brexit is that most news arrivals are high-income earners who work in the financial sector.291 
The influx of this group is making life in Paris more expensive and pushing out low and middle-
income residents out to the city’s banlieues. Real estate prices in Paris have risen by over 250% 
in the last two decades and the return of wealthy French citizens, who lived in the UK, threatens 
to push prices up even higher.292 Since February 2016, four months before the Brexit 
referendum, the number of French expatriates in the UK looking to return to France has 
increased by 30%.293 In fact, earlier this year the most expensive Paris apartment ever sold at 39 
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million euros was bought by a French millionaire moving back from London.294 Although the 
actual number of returning French expats are actually only in the several dozen thus far, they 
pose a problem for the Paris housing market.  
This is especially true because of the city’s size and tight property development regulations. 
More specifically, Paris’ property market sees about 50,000 transactions annually, with about 5% 
(2,000-3,000) of those transactions being over one million euros.295 If, for example, the Bank of 
America proceeds with its plans to relocate its European headquarters to Paris, their employees 
alone will create demand for 1000 apartments. Although not all of Bank of America’s employees 
demand housing priced at over one million euros, their demand along with that created by 
employees of other large financial firms relocating to Paris could dramatically impact the prices 
of the city’s property. It is important to keep in mind that Brexit cannot be seen as the only 
reason top-income earners are relocating back to France. Low interest rates, decreasing wealth 
taxes and the pro-business policies of President Macron also contribute to this influx.296 
Regardless of its causes, however, the clear effects of these relocations are the increase of living 
costs in Paris and the movement of lower-income families out of the city and further into its 
suburbs.  
 
The impact of end of free movement on undocumented people in France and the UK  
 
Brexit will also affect the movement of immigrants in France, many of whom ultimately 
seek to reach the UK. This is most evident in the French border town of Calais, where goods 
between the UK and France cross borders. The port of Calais is the busiest port in the world in 
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terms of passenger traffic and is one of the two main points of entry and exit (along with 
Dunkirk) for trade with the UK. Due to the business of this port and its proximity to the UK, 
many immigrants coming from all over Europe, the Middle East, and Africa come to Calais in 
hopes of reaching Britain. The reason they want to reach and apply for asylum in the UK instead 
of France is because the French government does little to rehabilitate, re-integrate and help these 
immigrants find work.297  
The issue of mass migration was not pertinent when the UK and France signed the Touquet 
Accords in 2003.298 This agreement allowed for “juxtaposed controls” between the two nations. 
This meant that the UK could set up security checkpoints at Calais and Dunkirk, among other 
locations, and France could do their security checks in Dover and St. Pancras. Essentially, the 
agreement moved the British border to France and vice versa. Today this has become a problem 
as the migrant problem in Europe grows. France sees its responsibility for migrants that the UK 
does not want to accept as an unfair burden. This is especially true because the migrant flow is 
mainly going in one direction and the UK does not need to worry as much about migrants trying 
to enter France. Macron’s government has called for an end to the Touquet Accords and claims 
that France can no longer be the UK’s “coastguard” unless it receives concessions to help control 
the migrant crisis on their borders. 299 Despite the UK pledging an increase of 44.5 million 
pounds in January 2018 to help with border control in France, contention over each country’s 
responsibility to accept and rehabilitate its fair share of migrants remains. Hence, the UK and 
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France will need to re-negotiate the Touquet Accords to ease the political tension that exists at 
the borders of these two countries.  
 
In either the case of a deal or no-deal Brexit, France and the UK will no longer enjoy the 
free movement between borders they currently do. In terms of the movement of people, Brexit 
will make the process of living in France and the UK more complicated for French and British 
citizens. This is because ending free movement with the EU was a major driving force of Brexit. 
Nevertheless, as this chapter has demonstrated, there are ways in which France can gain from the 
end of free movement with the UK. For instance, it can capitalize on the uncertainties that Brexit 
brings for videogame developers. Additionally, there are also benefits from the relocation of 
workers in the UK’s financial sector whose companies are moving to Paris. The Parisian real 
estate market, especially that for luxury housing, may also see growth because of Brexit. 
However, the French government must be aware of the capacity of Paris to accommodate its 
growing influx of people. This is particularly true in the case of Paris’ housing market that is 
becoming more unaffordable in part because of Brexit. This chapter also identified some of the 
measures taken by the French government to prepare for the predicted effects of the ending free 
movement with the UK. These measures demonstrate that, while a deal with the UK remains 
desirable, the French government is sufficiently preparing for the end of free movement in a no-
deal Brexit. 
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Chapter 7: The impact of Brexit on free movement of goods and services between France 
and the UK 
 
The free movement of goods among members of the European Economic Area (EEA) is 
facilitated by the creation of common external tariffs and the elimination of customs duties and 
technical barriers to trade, like quantitative restrictions.300 A study shows that EU membership 
increases trade by 20% in comparison to a bilateral trade agreement with the EU.301 If Brexit 
proceeds without a deal or transition period, the UK must default to trading with the EU under 
regulations set by the World Trade Organization.302 This means that certain goods imported from 
the UK into France and vice versa will face tariffs and other barriers, such as increased security 
and health checks, before entering the country. In this scenario, exporters from the EU27 and UK 
are expected to bear annual costs of about 37 billion euro and 32 billion euro respectively.303    
This chapter examines the end of free movement of goods and services between France and 
the UK. It looks at which French industries will be impacted most by the UK’s exit and also how 
France, in comparison to other EU nations, will be affected. Then, it highlights why small to 
medium-sized French enterprises are likely to be impacted most by Brexit. This is also the case 
for the French agriculture industry that exports large quantities of goods into the UK. In addition, 
the chapter looks at how the end of free movement could cause massive delays of perishable 
goods at the Calais border. It navigates the French government’s efforts to mitigate these 
predicted effects as promising signs that France is preparing sufficiently for Brexit. Finally, the 
 
300 Mariusz Maciejewski, Christina Ratcliff, and Andrea Dobrita, “Free movement of goods,” European 
Parliament (April 2019), http://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/38/free-movement-of-
goods. 
301 Edgar Morgenroth, “Examining consequences for trade: integration and disintegration effects,” in The 
Political Economy of Brexit, ed. David Bailey and Leslie Budd (London: Anthem Press, 2017), 27. 
302 Chris Morris, “Brexit: what is the ‘no-deal’ WTO option?” BBC News (29 July, 2019), 
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-45112872. 
303 Oliver Wyman, “France’s ‘red tape’ cost of Brexit,” (London: Clifford Chance, 2018), 4. 
 
108 
chapter concludes with a synthesis of what the end of free movement would look like under 
different Brexit scenarios. It concludes by asserting that the UK can only achieve its objectives 
of ending free movement of people while retaining access to the European Single Market if it is 
willing to make potentially unpopular concessions to the EU. Thus, the end of free movement 
between France and the UK brings uncertainties about the future relationship between the two 
countries. This underlines the importance of ensuring an orderly Brexit with agreements that do 
not leave individuals and businesses in legal limbo.   
 
French agriculture  
Currently, the UK trades more with certain EU members than others. This means that the 
impact of Brexit on trade will not be equally spread across members.304 In the case of France, it 
is the UK’s third largest merchandise and second largest services export market in the EU. And 
on the other hand, the UK is France’s sixth largest merchandise and fifth largest services export 
market in the EU.305 Seeing as they are one of each other’s main trading partners, import tariffs 
and barriers to entry for goods entering the UK is not desirable. There are many sectors of 
French business that have a long-enduring presence in the UK, such as wine, cheese, and the 
luxury consumer goods sector.306 Barriers to trade will decrease the UK’s imports of French 
goods as they become costlier for British consumers. Also, should the British pound fall after 
Brexit, UK imports may become relatively less costly to France. If British imports were to 
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increase, this would be bad for France’s balance of trade as the UK is the country with which 
France has the largest trade surplus (exceeding 10 billion euros).307 
The agriculture sector in France is among those that will be most affected by Brexit. This is 
because France’s geographic proximity to and history with the UK have made these countries 
close trading partners of agricultural goods. Indeed, Wyman estimates that French farmers and 
exporters of agricultural products must bear close to 900 million euro, or a quarter of Brexit’s 
total costs to French companies.308 This is explained by France’s position as a leading food and 
beverage exporter and also because these goods could face high tariffs to enter the UK post-
Brexit. Furthermore, if non-tariff barriers were erected, these products may also need 
certification or security checks and face delays before entering the UK.  
Fortunately, many of France’s agricultural exports to the UK, such as wine, leather goods 
and champagne, have relatively low-price elasticities of demand. This means that their producers 
can pass on a relatively high proportion of the costs of barriers to entry onto the consumers. 
Hence, the demand for such French products is unlikely to face drastic changes even if they 
become more expensive for consumers in the UK. Nevertheless, it remains important to keep in 
mind the possibility that French products will also face greater competition from cheaper foreign 
substitutes. Boris Johnson’s current agriculture bill does not make any commitments to uphold 
the same food safety and animal welfare standards as the EU.309 This means that French 
agricultural exports to the UK could be undercut by cheaper products from places with lower 
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food safety regulations such as Asia and the U.S. This means that, in any case, French producers 
of agricultural goods should make preparations to divert their exports to the UK elsewhere.   
 
The Common Agricultural Policy  
Under the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), French and British farmers receive 
benefits such as income support, subsidies and rural development.310 The UK and France are 
both net contributors to the EU budget, of which 36.1% (58.4 billion euros) was spent on total 
CAP expenditure in 2019.311 However, because France has a relatively large agricultural sector 
in comparison to the UK, the French agricultural industry receives more than double the amount 
of funding given to the British agricultural industry. In 2014, despite being a net contributor, 
France was also the largest beneficiary of the CAP, with inflows of over 8.5 billion euros.312 In 
comparison, farmers in the UK received 3.1 billion euros in 2015. The CAP has been frequently 
criticized by British media and officials for, among other things, its misuse of subsidies to create 
surpluses of products like wine in the 1980s and environmental damage due to lack of land 
management.313 This is why, under Prime Minister Johnson’s current agriculture bill, the UK 
will depart the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and follow its own agricultural 
policy.314  
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For France, the UK’s departure from the CAP is a drawback. Brexit means that, when the 
UK stops its contributions, the EU’s annual budget of about 165 billion euros in 2019 will face a 
shortfall of about 9.1 billion euros.315 This leaves European leaders with the tough task of trying 
to finance more projects with fewer means.316 In June 2018, the European Commission 
suggested reducing the CAP budget by about 5% in its 2020-2027 budget proposals as a result of 
the decreasing overall EU budget and need to finance more immediate projects.317 A reduced 
CAP budget could mean stricter regulations on which EU farmers receive benefits and fewer 
benefits for French farmers overall. The proposal to cut the CAP budget has been called 
“unacceptable” by Stéphane Travert, France’s Minister of Agriculture, and criticized by the 
Fédération nationale des syndicats d’exploitants agricoles (the main agricultural trade union in 
France).318 However, a reduced CAP budget is a situation France and the EU are accustomed to. 
The percentage of the EU’s overall budget allocated to the CAP has been decreasing since the 
mid 1980s from about 73% in 1985 to 36.1% in 2019.319 This has occurred partly due to the 
criticism the CAP has received from various stakeholders, including governments, 
environmentalists and economists. In any case, the further reduction of the CAP budget in the 
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coming decade does not come as a surprise to French officials despite their public protests 
against it.   
As explored, French agriculture may suffer as a consequence of Brexit because France is one 
of the UK’s largest trading partners in this sector. Exporters of French agricultural products 
should anticipate changing demands for their products from the UK market and farmers should 
prepare to receive less aid through the CAP. Despite these drawbacks, however, the French 
agriculture industry will not experience chaos due to Brexit. As we have seen, this can in part be 
explained by the luxurious nature of many French exports and the resilience of French farmers 
who have experienced CAP budget cuts for many decades.  
 
Small to medium sized French enterprises  
 
Size is a major determinant of a company’s ability to adapt to the regulatory complexities 
and expenses caused by Brexit. Those French companies that need to be most prepared for Brexit 
are small to medium-sized enterprises that trade regularly with the UK. SMEs have fewer 
resources to deal with the added administrative work associated with Brexit than large 
multinational corporations that often already conduct business outside the EU. SMEs generally 
also have less experience exporting outside of the EU and are therefore less accustomed to 
trading with customs and regulatory barriers.320 The costs of redirecting a company’s exports to 
the UK elsewhere and out of the EU may prove to be significant for certain companies.  
According to an October 2019 survey by the French Ministry of Finance, less than half of 
3,000 of these companies surveyed have conducted impact assessments of Brexit on their 
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businesses.321 Only 40% of companies said they have studied potential consequences of Brexit 
on their future business activities and only 6% have gathered precise calculations. 53% of these 
companies even agreed that they were poorly prepared for Brexit.322 Many of these companies 
must plan to divert exports away from the UK and to other member states especially if trade 
barriers are erected.  
 
 
Exhibit 1: Breakdown of exporting companies by export destination and company size323 
 
 
On the bright side, as demonstrated by Exhibit 1, the proportion of French SMEs that export 
only to the EU is relatively low. For instance, only 20-25% of French SMEs export only to the 
EU compared to the 40-70% of British and German SMEs.324 Nevertheless, 15-20% of French 
SMEs still amount to nearly 20,000 actual firms that have never dealt with business outside the 
EU market. These are the firms that may face the most difficulties managing any new trade 
barriers that arise from Brexit. Hence, because a disorderly Brexit could erode the frictionless 
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trade between the EU and the UK, French SMEs trading with the UK must conduct impact 
assessments and begin searching for new markets to divert their UK-bound exports towards. 
 
The Calais border  
 
Barriers to the free movement of goods will also create delays at the borders of France and 
the UK. Over 2 million trucks cross the English Channel on ferries and another 2 million trucks 
cross by train on the Channel Tunnel. Altogether, more than 250 billion euros worth of goods are 
exchanged between the two nations annually, meaning Brexit could spell disaster for the day-to-
day running of Europe’s busiest trading corridor.325 Just a 2-minute check per vehicle could lead 
to queues of lories over 15 miles long.326 A leaked French government study predicts that, in the 
worst-case scenario, the Calais border will face delays of up to 2 days on basic goods, including 
bread, fuel, and pharmaceuticals, all of which they import mostly from the UK. In the best-case 
scenario, 50% of vehicles coming through Calais will attain permission to cross the border after 
at least 8 hours wait.327 This is problematic as there are many perishable goods that are traded 
between the UK and France. With delays, these goods may become unusable.   
Indeed, it is the speed of the current crossing between British and French borders that 
facilitates the daily trade of fresh food, pharmaceuticals, flowers and other perishable imports. 
This speed is also integral for both British and French auto industries that operate with a ‘just in 
time,’ as opposed to a ‘just in case,’ inventory. French and British auto industries are reliant on 
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vehicle components arriving at a store or factory quickly and only when they are needed. Hence, 
fluidity at the border is imperative.  
Fortunately, France is already mitigating the potential effects of end of free movement with 
the UK by training hundreds more border control workers and practicing Brexit scenarios at the 
Calais border.328 Privately owned French companies like PSA, which owns the car 
manufacturing company Vauxhall, and Airbus are also preparing to move their production away 
from the UK and back into the EU.329 Even potato farmers in France are reducing the acreage 
they devote to grow varieties preferred by buyers in the UK.330 These measures of preparation 
are strategic and demonstrate France’s awareness of another problem that may arise with the end 
of free movement of goods in the UK. As European exporters to the UK look for substitution 
markets for their goods, they will face competition from their EU neighbors who are trying to do 
the same. This could create a more competitive market for goods which France and other EU 
countries produce for the UK, such as wine and cheese. Thus, it is promising to see France 
already diversifying its production to create goods that will be in high demand in other EU 
countries.  
 
The end of free movement under different Brexit scenarios  
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As it stands the Brexit deadline is now 31 January 2020. The British government has two 
options should it wish to negotiate an agreement to continue freedom of movement with the EU 
to a certain extent. The government can either request for the UK to be a part of the European 
Economic Area (EEA) or create a personalized bilateral agreement with the EU.331 The 
agreements of the EEA grant its signatories essentially the same free access to the European 
single market and the four freedoms of movement (of goods, services, capital and labor) as the 
EU. But as the EEA is not a customs union it does not mandate a common trade, agriculture, 
fisheries or foreign policy. Remaining in the EEA is the least disruptive option for both citizens 
of France and the UK who are affected by Brexit and for businesses that trade between the two 
countries. It would permit the relatively smooth continuation of business activity between the EU 
and UK in comparison to a no-deal Brexit. However, remaining in the EEA could be a political 
challenge because regaining national sovereignty through controlling immigration and 
decreasing the powers of the Court of Justice of the EU (CJEU) were primary objectives of the 
Brexit leave campaign.332 This option is also limited by the fact that the UK must continue its 
contributions toward the EU budget while giving up its influence over the rule-making process of 
EEA regulations. This is because EEA regulations are decided on the EU-level and imposed 
upon members of the EEA. Hence, the option of remaining in the EEA will neither satisfy British 
Leavers nor be popular with the public.  
To maximize its own objectives, the British government would be wise to seek a bespoke 
agreement with the EU similar to that of Switzerland or Turkey. The UK may, for instance, agree 
on a deal to manage the movement of goods similar to the EU-Turkey Customs Union. This 
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agreement between Turkey and the EU Customs Union keeps the level of tariffs on goods equal 
among all participants, but it does not give Turkish goods the same free and easy access into EU 
markets that members of the EUCU receive. As goods being traded still need to adhere to the 
EU’s product and safety standards, Turkish goods often face delays before being received 
because they need to be checked by border patrol officials before being permitted to enter the 
EU.333  The UK may also achieve its objectives of ending its free trade agreement with the EU 
while continuing to maintain an “EEA-type access” to the Single Market.334 Additionally, it 
could seek continued equivalence of regulatory and legal regimes either with the EU or with 
individual member states. However, in this case, it is very likely the UK must offer something 
back to the EU. For instance, Switzerland accepts freedom of movement with the EU in return 
for partial access to the European Single Market335. It is unlikely that the EU will make these 
concessions for the UK unless it receives something in return, especially in light of its tough 
stance in the ongoing Brexit negotiations. Fortunately, the governments of the UK and EU 
members are cognizant of the high economic costs of a no-deal Brexit.336 Thus, the UK will need 
to make concessions to the EU if it wishes to maintain the benefits of being a member of the 
European Single Market. Ideally the British government will moderate its stance on the need to 
abolish free movement. This would then allow for more practical solutions that minimize 
economic costs for businesses as well as individuals affected by Brexit.  
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As explored, in terms of goods and services, Brexit will complicate the future trade 
relations between France and the UK. This is because, as a member of the EU Customs Union 
(EUCU), France cannot negotiate its trade policy with third parties independently from other 
member states; members of any customs union must share common external tariffs. Thus, 
regardless of what future deal the UK strikes with the EU to manage the movement of goods and 
services, trade between France and the EU will not be as frictionless as before Brexit. This 
chapter has also demonstrated how it remains desirable for the UK and EU to strike agreements 
that clear up any ambiguities for individuals and businesses who are impacted by the end of free 
movement. Nevertheless, due to the continuing uncertainty of Brexit, it remains necessary for 
people and businesses who are impacted to conduct impact assessments to better prepare for the 
worst-case scenario, which is a no-deal. This is particularly true for certain groups of people and 
businesses, such as SMEs and those who may not qualify for the UK’s or France’s settlement 
schemes.
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Conclusion 
 
The previous chapters have examined the extent of damages caused by Brexit to French 
security and defense, attitudes toward the EU and freedom of movement. Before the 2016 Brexit 
referendum in the UK, the French government strongly resisted the UK’s departure from the EU. 
As a historic leader of the European integration process, the French government worried that 
Brexit would embolden Eurosceptics in France and undermine the country’s support for the EU. 
Furthermore, French leaders understood that Brexit threatened both the unity and continuity of 
the bloc. This threat and the potentially damaging effects of Brexit on the French economy and 
defense capabilities also help explain why French officials agreed to take a hardline and 
uncompromising stance with the EU27 during the Brexit negotiations. The Brexit-related worries 
of the French and other EU governments stemmed from fears that the UK’s departure could 
threaten the EU’s stability by mobilizing Eurosceptic voters in individual member states. These 
officials also worried about the EU’s shared economy and defense capabilities. There was a 
possibility that the EU’s overall capabilities in these sectors could be reduced without continued 
British contributions. However, upon evaluating the actual impact of Brexit on France more than 
three years after the UK’s decision to leave, it becomes evident that some of the French 
government’s initial worries were indeed overstated.     
In retrospect, many of the expected economic and security consequences of the UK’s 
departure were exaggerated by the French government and media. This thesis has demonstrated 
that Brexit most likely will be neither a detriment to the French economy nor its individual 
defense capabilities. While the French economy will face short term problems, like shortages and 
delayed shipments, these problems are likely to be temporary and reparable. French officials and 
businesses are already preparing for these scenarios by implementing measures like training 
 
120 
more border patrol workers on the Calais border and diversifying production. These actions hint 
at France’s readiness to deal with the impact of Brexit on its economy. Additionally, it is likely 
the UK will continue to participate in EU defense even after Brexit. This can be explained by the 
UK’s history of leading EU defense initiatives and also because continued participation in this 
effort remains in this country’s national interest. Hence, although Brexit has delayed the 
advancement of EU defense operations by taking up a large part of the EU’s agenda, it is 
possible that the trajectory of EU defense will resume the direction it was taking prior to the 
UK’s decision to leave.   
The end of free movement between the UK and EU complicates the movement of French 
people and goods. Trade between France and the UK will not be as frictionless as before Brexit. 
Fortunately, despite this complication, there is desire from both French and British governments 
to maintain their existing bilateral relationship. France and the UK have a decades-long 
friendship, which has created a history of successful economic and military cooperation. As a 
result of this history as well as their similar cultures, it is unlikely that trade and travel between 
these two countries will be severely hampered because of Brexit. Furthermore, French officials 
have implemented various programs to help its people and businesses adapt to Brexit. Chapters 6 
and 7 covered some of these measures including Settlement Schemes for people and financial 
incentives for businesses relocating to France. These chapters also highlight how some French 
citizens and industries may even benefit from losing the freedom to work and/ or be situated in 
the UK. For instance, the French financial and videogaming industries could grow as firms 
previously located in the UK move their offices to the European continent. Hence, although the 
end of free labor movement will make trading and moving into the UK more difficult for French 
citizens, it does not completely undo existing Anglo-French relations.  
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The UK’s unprecedented departure threatened to undermine the French government’s pro-
European agenda. However, Brexit has not greatly diminished public support for the integration 
project in France. In light of this, it is unlikely that a “domino-effect,” which involves French 
citizens voting to take their nation out of the EU, will occur. Instead, what is at stake for the 
French government as a result of Brexit is the continuation of the European integration project. 
Although the chaos of the Brexit negotiations may have put off French Eurosceptics like Marine 
Le Pen and her supporters from demanding a Frexit, proceeding with European integration will 
still be a challenge for the French government. In fact, Brexit could even make it more difficult 
for the EU to continue integrating. This is because what Eurosceptics, including those in France, 
now seek is to transform the EU from within. These critics want EU member states to be allowed 
to choose which EU initiatives they want to participate in. These current demands are just as 
threatening as demands to take a member state out of the EU entirely because any change which 
allows member states to pick and choose would essentially undermine the EU’s basic principles. 
The EU would not function as it does if member states had the opportunity to join only those EU 
initiatives that benefitted them.  
Fortunately, Macron’s government has proven its determination to move forward with 
European integration despite Brexit. What remains uncertain is whether the French public will 
also continue to support this ambition. The findings in Chapter 4 highlight how French public 
attitudes toward the EU remain divided, even though the nation’s overall sentiment toward the 
EU has improved since the 2016 Brexit referendum. However, it is important to remember that 
this is not the first time the French public has witnessed this split. Despite French citizens being 
as divided in the 1992 Maastricht Treaty referendum and 2005 Referendum on EU Constitution, 
the nation ultimately proceeded with integration. Hence, these previous experiences exemplify 
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that substantial divisions in public opinion over the EU did not stop the French government from 
pursuing a pro-EU agenda. 
This thesis is limited by the fact that it is based on the French government’s view of Brexit as 
a negative phenomenon. However, it is important to recognize that not all French citizens share 
this viewpoint. There are many Eurosceptic French citizens who perceived the UK’s exit as a net 
positive. To some, Brexit was a confirmation of the EU’s ineffectiveness and the beginning of its 
unravelling. In order to get a clearer idea of whether the French government’s initial Brexit-
related fears were valid and widely shared, it could be valuable to look at the impact of Brexit 
from the perspective of those Eurosceptics. Comparing the potential and actual benefits that 
French Eurosceptics predicted would result from Brexit to the potential and actual drawbacks 
predicted by the government is a place to start. Additionally, it would also be useful to study how 
Brexit impacted public attitudes toward the EU in other remaining member states. These studies 
would be necessary to judge the future survival of the bloc because the EU’s survival depends on 
the constant support of its members. Although the French government continues to support the 
bloc, it cannot force the EU to proceed with its integration project unless this plan is 
unanimously supported by all its members. 
There is one more limitation of this study that needs acknowledgement. Although the UK 
formally exited the EU and its political institutions in January 2020, it still remains in the EU’s 
customs union and single market. This means that the UK’s trade continues to be bound by EU 
rules. The UK can only stop participating in the single market if a trade agreement with the EU is 
ratified before January 2021. This suggests that it may be too soon to make a complete 
evaluation of the extent of damages inflicted onto France and the other EU27 by Brexit. Indeed, 
the UK and EU are still in the process of discussing many particularities of their future 
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relationship and will need to implement any changes gradually. Thus, a re-evaluation of the 
implications of Brexit for France would be useful in a few years with greater hindsight.   
Brexit plays a transformative role in the development of the EU. The UK’s departure could 
still ultimately lead to the reconfiguration or even unravelling of the bloc. However, the threats 
that Brexit poses to European integration and the EU’s survival can be overcome through 
institutionally reforming the EU. Although Brexit threatens to halt the process of European 
integration, any predictions about a crisis appear to be more applicable to the UK than the EU. 
The EU can continue to proceed with integration if it can first restore the balance of power 
between Brussels and each individual EU member state by allowing national governments to 
decide on certain policies. The scholar Shahroo Malik is persuasive in arguing that the concept of 
the nation-state is “here to stay.”337 EU leaders must accept that policies implemented on a 
national level by locally elected politicians possess more democratic legitimacy than those 
implemented on a European level by technocrats in Brussels. Therefore, the continuation of 
integration depends on whether the EU can give its members greater degree of individual 
freedom and flexibility over its EU obligations.   
Clarifying the validity of the French government’s Brexit-related worries is valuable because 
it emphasizes France and the EU’s ability to cope with the consequences of Brexit. This thesis 
elucidated some of the ways the UK’s decision to leave affects one of its closest trading partners 
and one of the EU’s largest remaining member states. In doing so, it underlines the need for the 
French government to proceed in the ongoing Brexit negotiations with caution but without 
anxiety. By demonstrating the resilience of the French government, people and economy in the 
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face of Brexit, it has become clear that this country is capable of dealing with the (fewer than 
expected) negative repercussions of the UK’s exit.   
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